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Also Inside: 
e Analyzing the Dolphins draft 
Who looked good in minicamp 
e Wannstedt likes what he sees 


7TH ANNUAL CIGNA HEALTHCARE /MIAMI DOLPHINS 
FISHING TOURNAMENT TO BE HELD JUNE 7 


Over 25 Miami Dolphins players, coaches and 
alumni are scheduled to participate in the Seventh 
Annual CIGNA HealthCare/Miami Dolphins Fishing 
Tournament to benefit the Cystic Fibrosis = F 


Foundation at the Miami Beach Marina on 
Saturday, June 7, 2003. . 
Those aboard the boat catching the Ss \ 
most total fish in pounds will win a once- = 
in-a-lifetime opportunity to travel with = 
.the Miami Dolphins to a saeco a) . 


game for four people on the team charter, 
stay at the team hotel and ride the team 
bus to the game. Additional prizes for 
catching the largest dolphin, kingfish, 
wahoo and tuna will also be presented at 
the Beacon Marine Credit Awards 
Ceremony following the event. There will * 

also be the Hook and Tackle Captain's Party on 
#2) Friday, June 6, featuring both live and silent auctions. 
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‘Joson Taylor shows off his catch. 


Last year, those fishing on the L&H boat were the 
overall-winners as they caught the most total fish in 
pounds (57.3 Ibs). Matthew K came in second 


ISty, with 51.9 Ibs and South Paw came in third 
“ iG with 48.3 Ibs. 
(na 


Kuluz (10.3 Ibs) for the largest 
wahoo and John Lynch (24.5 Ibs ) for 


anglers. For more information or 
* sponsorship opportunities, please call the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation at (786) 275-8000. 


Additional prizes were awarded to 
Larry Brown for catching the largest 
dolphin (28.7 Ibs), Larry Otto (9.8 
Ibs) for the largest kingfish, John 


the largest tuna. The entry fee is 
$1,000 for four anglers and a 
Miami Dolphins celebrity, $750 
for four anglers or $500 for boats (Wi) 


29 and under, fishing only two Rob Konrad is one of several players that partici- 
ates in the toumament. 


OCTORS’ HOSPITAL/MIAMI DOLPHINS 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 


Miami Dolphins players, coaches and alumni took a swing in the 6th an- 
nual Doctors’ Hospital/Miami Dolphins Charity Golf Tournament on 
Monday, May 5, at the Lago Mar Country Club in Plantation. 

Those playing in the tournament had the unique experience of spend- 
ing the day golfing with both current and former players and coaches. 

Proceeds from this year’s tournament benefit the Miami Dolphins 
Foundation, which supports children's charities throughout the South 
Florida community. A portion of the proceeds will be used for the Miami 
Dolphins Player Assistance Fund, which was established to help former 


Dolphin Doug Betters, who suffered a spinal injury as the result of a skiing 
accident, attended the event and was once again the Honorary 
Chairperson. 


cer tees-off at this year’s event. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS AUCTIONS 


Jay Fiedler, Sam Madison, Jason Taylor, Zach Thomas and Ricky Williams are some of the many play- 
ers to lend their signatures on items to raise money for the Miami Dolphins Foundation, which raises 
money to help support children’s charities in South Florida. Whether they were signing footballs, hel- 
mets, GameDay programs, media guides or other unique memorabilia, the players all had one goal in 


mind - to raise money for the Miami Dolphins Foundation. 
F HERE IS HOW IT WORKS! 


To participate, please go to MiamiDolphins.com and click 


on the Dolphins Auctions button on the left side of the |1. Log on to MiamiDolphins.com 


page. 2. Click Dolphins Auctions 
3, Bid on great items! 


DOLPHINS PLAYERS HELP 
RAISE MONEY FOR THE MIAMI 
DOLPHINS FOUNDATION AT 
THE LEVINSON JEWELERS’ 
GRAND RE-OPENING 


Miami Dolphins players were on hand at the Levinson Jewelers 20th 
Anniversary Grand Opening Celebration in Plantation, Fla., to help 
raise money for the Miami Dolphins Foundation. Players on hand in- 
cluded David Bowens, Terrell Buckley, Jay Fiedler, Morion Greenwood, 
Tommy Hendricks, Rob Konrad, Olindo Mare, Scott MeGarrahan, 
Todd Wade, Jay, Williams and alumnus Dan Marino. 
Those in attendance had the chance to purchase a key for the op- 
- portunity to open a locked box 
containing his and hers Chopard 
watches. Congratulations to Dr. 
Massood Jallali, winner of the 
watches. The event also'featured a 
live auction. Tony Segreto and 
Jennifer Valoppi of NBC6 were on 
hand to act as emcees and auction- 
eers for the event. All proceeds 
benefited the Miami Dolphins 
Foundation, which raises money to 
help support children’s charities in 
South Florida. 


Will 


Zach Thomas and Junior Seau side 
by side on the Dolphins defense. 
Think about it. If that doesn’t get your 
heart thumping just a little, nothing 
will. It certainly offers some intriguing 
possibilities. 


ANDY 


Cohen 


EDITOR 


Considering what the Dolphins 
gave up to acquire Seau (very little) 
and what they’re paying for his ser- 
vices (the vault is safe), this is about 
as close to a slam dunk as you'll find. 
But the question today and the ques- 
tion that will remain unanswered for 
quite some time has nothing to do 
with whether Seau provides an up- 
grade both on the field and in the 
locker room. The answer to that is a 
yes in both instances. 

The question instead is simply this: 
Will December be different with Seau 
around? 

That is indeed the bottom line. The 
only line that really matters. The Dol- 
phins have enough talent without 
Seau to make it through November 
with one of the league’s best records. 
They proved that a season ago. They 
proved it many times before that. But 
it is obvious by that nightmarish 0-2 
finish that they needed more than 
what they had to get through that per- 
ilous final month. 

They are hoping that between 
Seau’s fire-breathing leadership, his 

. tenacious style of play and the differ- 
ence he can make on a freezing after- 
noon in Foxboro that he is exactly 
what this franchise needs to finish 
with a sprinter’s kick instead of a 
loser’s stumble. 

The feeling here is that the Dol- 
phins hit the jackpot. Granted, Seau 
will be 34 years old this season and 
isn’t the player he once was and, 
granted, the Chargers — his Chargers 
— didn’t exactly finish strong the last 
couple of years. 

But even though Seau’s athletic 
prowess may have slipped to a 7 or 8 
on a scale of 1 to 10, when’s the last 
time the Dolphins had a 7 or 8 at out- 
side linebacker? Then consider the 
possibility that Seau’s slippage a year 
ago was due primarily to a bum ankle 
that has since healed and that like a 
few other great players who keep 
themselves in remarkable condition 
(Jerry Rice?), he can play at a high 
level well into his 30s. 

Imagine then what a steal the Dol- 
phins have pulled off. And they gave 
up a sixth-round pick for Seau that 
could become a fifth-rounder. Are 
you kidding? The Chargers, not the 
Dolphins, have the potential to be 
wiping some Grade A extra large eggs 
off their collective faces. 


Coach Dave Wannstedt has to hope that the addition of Junior Seau will make a difference in the final weeks of 


the regular season. 


The last column written in this 
space spoke of how difficult/impossi- 
ble it has been to get that season-end- 
ing loss to the Patriots out of my sys- 
tem and how everyone associated 
with this franchise, including you the 
fans, needed something tangible, to 
grasp on to. 

The trade that brought Seau to the 
Dolphins is exactly the burst of fresh 
air this franchise needed. It is so 
much easier now to put away that 
rearview mirror and focus on the im- 
mediate future, so much easier to 
think about Sammy Knight and Terrell 
Buckley upgrading the secondary and 
Charlie Rogers the return game and 
three or four of those nine draft 
choices doing something to stand out 
in their rookie season. 

There seemed to be a real sense of 
disappointment on draft day when 
the Dolphins didn’t come away with 
a starting left tackle. First, know this: 
It isn’t because Dave Wannstedt 
didn’t try. He tossed around a No. 1 
pick in 2004 as well as a couple of 
high 2003 picks as bait to move up to 
get a tackle. But nobody bit. That’s 
the price of owning the No. 49 over- 
all pick as your first choice. It doesn’t 
really give you much bargaining 
power. 
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But this whole left tackle scenario 
fias been a little confusing to begin 
with. The last time we checked, the 
Dolphins had a pretty fair offensive line 
last season. How else can you explain 
Ricky Williams rushing for 1,800-plus 
yards and the Dolphins giving up the 
fifth-fewest sacks in the league. 

Sure, in an ideal world Mark Dixon 
would be playing guard. But this of- 
fensive line, with Dixon at left tackle, 
was pretty good a year ago and cer- 
tainly not the reason the Dolphins 
didn’t make the playoffs. They didn’t 
make the playoffs because Ray Lticas 
(now gone) didn’t get it done as the 
backup quarterback — the antici- 
pated signing of Brian Griese should 
take care of that — and because no- 
body stepped forward to be a differ- 
ence-maker in those final two weeks. 

If you want to second-guess some- 
thing, focus on the wide receiver po- 
sition and the team’s need to bring in 
another playmaker to complement 
Chris Chambers. That’s going to be a 
legitimate concern until somebody 
steps forward as the real deal. Right 
now, there are just a lot of question 
marks. 

But there is no question about 
Seau. After waiting for six seasons for 
Derrick Rodgers to become some- 
Cesex 


Seau be Mr. December? 


Digest Photo/KEN KEIDEL 


thing special, it became painfully 
clear that*he was simply very ordi- 
nary. We're still waiting to feel good 
about Morlon Greenwood on the 
other side, which, despite reports to 
the contrary, surely has something to 
do with the decision to take outside 
linebacker Eddie Moore with that No. 
49 pick. 

All of this makes the decision to 
pursue Seau undeniably the right one. 
He will team with Thomas to give the 
Dolphins perhaps the most formida- 
ble one-two punch at linebacker in 
the league. He will give them a jump- 
start in September, stability in Octo- 
ber and some big plays in November. 

But what about December? That is 
when Seau must really step up. This 
franchise must rid itself of Decem- 
ber’s nightmare before it can right- 
fully move on"to January. Somebody 
must lead the way. 

Seau has all the credentials to be 
the right man for the job. 


The next issue of Dolphin Di- 
gest you will receive will be the 
training camp issue. lt will be 
published in mid-July and will 
include all the latest news and a 
look at key preseason issues. 
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After watching minicamp, and after 
seeing our draft choices and the free 
agents we have signed, | am so excited 
about this football team and what it 
can accomplish. 


annstedt 
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The only thing | need now is for 
the next three months to go by as fast 
as they possibly can. | wish it was 
July 25 and training camp was begin- 
ning. | mean that. My wife wouldn’t 
want to hear that because it would 
mean | wouldn’t have taken a day off 
yet. But I truly mean it in my heart. | 
can’t wait to start. 

The anticipation | had going into 
minicamp was two-fold. First, what 
type of attitude would our core guys 
come back with? Well, there was an 
enthusiasm and a sense of urgency. 
and a business-like attitude that | 
haven’t seen. 

The second thing that | was really 
curious to see were those free agents: 
Where was Jeff Zgonina as a player, 
where was Derrius Thompson, where 
was Terrell Buckley, how is Junior 
Seau, not as a person or a leader, but 
as a talent on our team. Well, after 
minicamp, there is no doubt. Those 
guys will make us a much better team. 

Thompson can vertical-jump 40 
inches, and he’s 6-4 to begin with. In 
minicamp, he went over the top of a 
couple of defensive backs and — | 
don’t mind using his name — he made 
a couple of Oronde Gadsden catches. 
Thompson has been making catches 
like that since the first time we got him 
on the practice field. 

As for Terrell Buckley, I’m not so 
sure he isn’t a better player today than 
he was four years ago. | don’t think 
he’s lost that much speed and he’s so 
much more of a smart player now. He 
plays the defense and lets the defense 
create big plays for him. With Sam 
Madison and Patrick Surtain being out 


in minicamp, Buck 
ley took all the work | 
with the first group 
and it was like he 
didn’t miss a beat. It 
was unbelievable. | 
was shocked. 

Junior Seau is 
amazing. | had to go 
into the weight room 
30 minutes before 
our last session of 
minicamp. He was. 
in there working out 
and | had to go in 
there and say, “Ju- 
nior, that’s enough. 
Let’s go practice.” In 
three minicamp 
practices, he had 
such an influence on 
our team. There is a 
reason the guy has 
been to 12 straight 
Pro Bowls. It doesn’t 
take you very long 
to see it. Junior has 
passion. Every play. 
Every day. | love 
that. 

Jeff Zgonina is an 
interesting story. He 
was selected cap- | 
tain of the St. Louis 
Rams for this up- 
coming season as 
soon as last season 
ended. Then he gets 
into a contract dis- 
pute and we're able 
to sign him. He made 81 tackles last 
year as a defensive tackle. To give 
you an example, Tim Bowens and 
Larry Chester were both in the 40s. 
This guysis a playmaker. He will be a 
nice complement to Larry and Tim in 
our rotation. 
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Probably the biggest area of uncer- 
tainty right now is backup quarter- 
back. Sage Rosenfels is going to be a 
heck of a player. But he has no expe- 
rience. | want a guy who has had 
game experience and has had some 
success, someone who can go in and 
manage a game. 


We'll wait until after June 1. There 
has been a lot of talk about Brian 
Griese. When Brian becomes avail- 
able, would we like to have him? Yes 
we would. Obviously, Brian knows 
that Jay is the starter and he’d come in 
here and compete and we'd go from 
there. We have a list of several guys in 
addition to Brian because someone 
could offer him a lot of money to start. 

There has been a lot of talk about 
our offensive line because we didn’t 
take a lineman with our first pick. I'm 
very comfortable to go into the season 
with this group of offensive linemen. 
Mark Dixon told me it is the best he’s 
felt in three years. A year ago at this, 


time he’s coming off a broken foot. He 
squatted 140 pounds. He's back up to 
450 pounds now. Last year we moved 
him to left tackle for the third preseason 
game and basically said, learn the posi- 
tion. Now he's been in there from day 
one and I’m not concerned. 

The young kids we drafted will help. 
This Wade Smith has big-time player 
written all over him. | like to have play- 
ers who do things on the field that you 
don’t have to coach, and he does. He’s 
going to be an outstanding leit tackle. 
Then we have Seth McKinney and 
Greg Jerman. Keep Jerman’s name in 
mind. Both him and Mckinney will be 
tough to-get off the field. 

rr 

It's kind of comical some of the 
things that were said about linebacker 
Eddie Moore after we drafted him. 
Some of these local experts who never 
watched any tape of him made it seem 
like they knew all about him. 

All | know now is that everything 
we have seen on film is 100 percent 
true. | will make this statement right 
now: I’ve had rookie linebackers start 
for me — Dixon Edwards and Robert 
Jones with the Cowboys and Morlon 
Greenwood here — and if someone 
came to me today and said Eddie 
Moore has to start because someone 
got injured, | would have a very good 
night's sleep. Watch this kid. He's got 
outstanding instincts. 

| expect several of our draft picks to 
make the team. One defensive back; 
probably a couple of those offensive 
linemen; | don’t know how anybody is 
going to run J.R. Tolver out at receiver. 
All he does is catch passes. He re- 
minds me a little bit of a young O.) 


McDuffie. You say, | wish he was ‘ 


faster, | wish he was this — all he does 
is make plays. 

I've always liked my teams. But | re- 
ally like the ability level and the sense 
of urgency of this team. We're not 
going to dodge or hide from any ex- 
pectations. But it’s critical for us to put 
up a little bit of a wall around our team 
and just take care of business. | know 
how close we are and how close we 
were last year and what we've got to 
do to get there. 
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THE 2003 DRAFT ¢ PLAYER PROFILES 


By ALAIN POUPART 
Associate Editor 

The Dolphins took a lot of people 
by surprise when they selected Uni- 
versity of Tennessee linebacker Eddie 
Moore in the second round of this 
year’s draft. 

Few ‘vere more surprised than 
Moore himself. 

In fact, when Dolphins senior vice 
president of football operations Rick 
Spielman called him, Moore had to 
double-check the number on his 
phone to make sure it wasn’t a friend 
playing a prank. 

“If you add another level to 
shocked, then that’s me,” Moore said 
on draft day. “I’m just ready to get off 
the phone and start running down the 
street.” 

Moore's running is precisely why 
the Dolphins decided he was worth 
the 49th overall selection in this 
year’s annual selection meeting — 
the official name of the draft. 

The Dolphins think Moore’s speed 
will make him a perfect fit for their 
defense and also will serve him well 
on special teams. 

Some draft analysts projected that 
Moore could be switched to safety in 
the NFL because he lacks ideal line- 
backer size. But he fits the Dolphins’ 
mold of the smaller but quicker line- 
backer. 

“This is a very athletic linebacker 
and the type of linebacker that fits in 
the system,” Spielman said. “One of 
the biggest assets he has is his cover 
ability as well as playing the run.” 

After initially saying Moore would 
line up at'weakside linebacker, Junior 
Seau’s position, Coach Dave Wannst- 
edt changed his mind and had Moore 
working out at strongside linebacker 
during the post-draft minicamp. 

Third-year player Morlon Green- 
wood is slated to start at that position, 
but it’s not out of the realm of possi- 
bilities that Moore could challenge 


Greenwood for the job. 


Former Tennessee standout Eddie Moore is a speedy linebacker who's a 


good fit for the Dolphins defense. 


“Eddie is an athletic guy,” said 
linebackers coach Bob Sanders. “He’s 
almost the exact same size (as Green- 
wood). He had a nice college career. 
It will be interesting to see how that 
battle goes.” 

Regardless of whether he starts, 
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Round: 2 (49th Overall) © Pos.: LB 
° Ht: 6-0 ¢ Wi.: 237 © School: Tennessee 


Moore will be expected to contribute 
significantly on special teams. 
Wannstedt even said on draft day that 
you could expect to see Moore on the 
field when the Dolphins kick off,in 
their season opener against Houston. 
One thing about Moore, he won't 
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mind throwing his body around, He 
did it for four years af Tennessee, and | 
his style earned him comparisons to 
former Volunteers linebacker and 
Denver Broncos first-round pick Al 
Wilson. 

Moore, who said he didn't expect 
to be drafted until the third round, 
was the sixth linebacker drafted this 
year after Green Bay first-round 
choice Nick Barnett and second- 
round picks Boss Bailey, E.J. Hender- 
son, Pisa Tinoisamoa and Kawika 
Mitchell. 

The Dolphins entered the draft 
looking to add either an ‘offensive 
tackle or an outside linebacker, and 
they tried to trade up into the first 
round, offering their first-round pick 
in 2004 as part of a package. 

The Dolphins made offers from the 
14th pick in the first round until the 
33rd overall pick — the first of the 
second round — when Cincinnati 
drafted lowa guard/tackle Eric Stein- 
bach. The player the Dolphins really 
would have liked was Stanford offen- 
sive tackle Kwame Harris. 

Once they gave up on the idea of 
moving up, the Dolphins settled on 
Moore. 

“He was the highest-rated player on 
the board at a position where we had 
a need,” Wannstedt said. “And we 
were excited to get him. And we had 
talked about him ever since we started 
our draft meetings, as far as lineback- 
ers that would fit in. We didn’t want 
to get a linebacker that was limited as 
far as speed. We felt getting a guy that 
could run was a necessity.” 

The Dolphins were in need of 
depth at linebacker because Seau’s 
arrival was offset by the loss of two of 
last year’s backups, Scott Galyon and 
Twan Russell, and the expected de- 
parture of former starter Derrick 
Rodgers. 

“Without a first-round pick, realisti- 
cally saying we're going to pick this 
guy in the second round at any posi- 
tion and he’s going to come in and 
start on a football team like ours, is 
unrealistic,” Wannstedt said. “So all 
these guys are going to compete 
Where Eddie has a chance to do it 
quicker than someone else is because 
we're losing two linebackers, Galyon 
and Twan Russell, two big special 
teams guys. We have to get major 
production out of good, young line- 
backers and he'IFfit this mold.” 

For his part, Moore wasn’t ready to | 
make predictions about what he can 
do for the Dolphins, But it’s clear he 
wants to be in the middle of the ac- | 
tion. 

“My role is coming in and doing | 
the best | can, as far as learning from 
other guys that are there,” Moore 
said. “And coming in to play. I'm not 
coming in to try to sit-on-the sidelines 
and be a spectator by any means.” 
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COLLEGE CAREERS Played as a tight end asa 
true freshman and sophomore at Memphis be- 
fore being switched to offensive tackle. 

e Started every game at right tackle as a junior 
and started every game at left tackle as a senior. 

e Played most of the 2001 season with a pro- 
tective shield on his right hand after sustaining a 
broken thumb. 

e Made three starts at tight end in 1999-2000 
and had six career catches for 31 yards and no 
touchdowns. 

e Allowed five sacks in his two seasons at of- 
fensive tackle. 
€oLteGe HONoORSs Second-team All-Confer- 
ence USA selection by The NFL Draft Report as a 
senior; named Memphis’ Offensive Lineman of 
the Year as a junior in 2001. 


STRENGTHS Called by the coaching staff the 
finest athlete to ever join the Memphis program. 
Smooth and fluid in his movement. Dedicated 
worker in the weight room who added more 
than 20 pounds of muscle in the last year. Shows 
good mechanics, particularly when it comes to 
extending his arms or gaining leverage. 
WEAKNESSESS Still needs to get stronger, par- 
ticularly in the lower-body area, to avoid getting 
overpowered. Not physical enough at this point 
to be a dominant run blocker. Still somewhat 
raw at the position, having played offensive 
tackle only two seasons. 


How He Fits 1Ns It looks like Todd Wade 
and Mark Dixon once again will be the starting 
offensive tackles for the Dolphins, but the team 
is hoping that Smith becomes the long-term an- 
swer at left tackle. The plan for Smith this season 
is for him to get more experience and more 
strength and only call on him if one of the 
starters goes down. 


Whar He Saip: “i'm going to bring my 
athleticism and I’m going to bring my knowI- 
edge of the game, picking up schemes and hard 
work and eventually leadership in time.” 
What THe DoLpHINs Saip: “He's got a 
lot of upside to him. He’s got the best feet of the 
tackles we were looking at. He’s a legitimate left 
tackle prospect.” 

— Senior vice president Rick Spielman 
PERSONAL? Born April 26, 1981 (celebrated 
his birthday on first day of the draft). 

* Son of Phil and Shiela Smith. 

Resides in Dallas, Texas. 

_© Finance major at Memphis; ‘graduated in 
four years. 

° Took five classes this spring. 

Drart Notes: Smith was drafted with a pick 
acquired from New England on April 25 in ex- 
change for the Dolphins’ second-round pick in 
2004. 3 . 

* Smith's selection kept the Dolphins’ streak 
intact of drafting an offensive lineman every 
year since the franchise began in 1966. 

© Smith is the fourth player from Memphis 
University to be drafted by the Dolphins, the first 
since DT Greg Ross was picked in the 10th round 
in 1989. 

© Smith became the highest-drafted Memphis 
offensive player since the Rams selected WR 
Isaac Bruce in the second round in 1994. 


Round: 


: 3 (87th Overall) © Pos.: G 


° Ht: 6-4 © Wt: 321 « School: Texas A&M 


COLLEGE CAREERS Three-year starter at right 

. guard for the Aggies, lining up next to 2002 Dol- 

phins third-round pick Seth McKinney in 2000 
and 2001. : 

e Started at right tackle in the Independence 

Bowl at the end of the 2000 season. 

e Was a backup at guard and tackle in 1999 
after redshirting the previous season. 

e Allowed two sacks each of his three seasons 
as a starter. 

_ © Competed on the Texas A&M outdoor track 
team in 2002, performing in the shot put. 
CoiteGe Honors: All-Big 12 Conference 
honorable mention by The Associated Press as a 
senior. 


STRENGTHS: Big lineman with a thick frame. 
Shows a lot of aggressiveness and tenacity. Smart 
player, picks up games and stunts up front 
quickly. Versatile lineman who could line up at 
tackle in a pinch. Will work to finish off blocks. 


WEAKNESSES$ Not known as a great pass 
protector. Somewhat limited in terms of athletic 
ability. Needs to show a little more consistency. 
Considered a prospect with a lot of attributes but 
no one outstanding quality. 

How He Fits IN Like Smith, Whitley 
wasn't drafted with the idea he would come in 
and fight for a starting job. The Dolphins already 
have three starting-caliber guards on the roster in 
Jamie Nails, Todd Perry and McKinney,.and 


that’s not even counting Mark Dixon, who is 
slated to start at left tackle. Rather, the Dolphins 
are hoping Whitley can provide some quality 
depth at the position. 

What He Saip: “My dad told me about 
three months ago that he had a gut feeling that 
Miami was the team for me and, sure enough, 
he was right. tam just as excited-as'l can be.” 


Wuat THe DoiPHins Saip: ‘Whitley 
was a kid you call a ‘30-30-30’ guy where he 
benched over 30 times, he had a test score over 
30 and he also verticalsjumped over 30. ... He’s 
a very athletic kid, a very tough kid.” 

— Senior vice president Rick Spielman 
PERSONAL: Born Feb. 21, 1980 in Baytown, 
Texas. 

¢ One draft publication said he had a “big 
bubble butt.” Said Whitley: “1 don’t know 
where they got that from, but my mom was of- 
fended.” 5 

His father, Dennis, played football at Baylor 
and his step-grandfather, Dick Todd, was one of 
the nation’s top all-purpose threats for Texas 
A&M in the late 1930s. 

© International business major at Texas A&M. 

Son of Lanette and Dennis Whitley. 

¢ Listed “Saved By The Bell” as his favorite 
TV show. 4 
Drart Notes: Whitley became the ninth 
Texas A&M player drafted by the Dolphins; six of 
them were offensive linemen. 3 

With the selections of Smith and Whitley, it 
marked the first time since 1995 (Billy Milner in 
the first round and Andrew Greene in the sec- 
ond) the Dolphins drafted two offensive linemen 
within the first three rounds. 

* Was. at a friend’s wedding reception. when 


~~ he-found out.the Dolphins haddrafted hina, 
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In Still Perfect! The Inside Story of the 1972 Miami Dolphins, award-winning 
sports columnist Dave Hyde brings the perspective of a historian, the reporting 
of a sports journalist and the passion of a fan to take you on an anecdote-filled 
ride inside the magical season of 1972. It is extraovdina 
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A Great New Autographed Collectible for Dolphins Fans! 


ZACH THOMAS 


. “Leader of the Dolphins Defense” 


Zach Thomas has provided fans with many memorable moments 
during his outstanding career as a Miami Dolphin. Renowned 
South Florida sports artist Dominic Albert has captured the 
intensity and passion of Zach Thomas in action with his newly 
completed art work entitled “Leader of the Dolphins Defense” — 


now available to Dolphins fans in a beautiful Limited Edition Print! 

Limited Edition of Only 154! f ZACH THOMAS ORDER FORM 1 
Each 11" x 14" piece is Giclee printed on high quality water- Nero, i 
color paper and professionally triple-matted 16" x 20" in 4 : H 
Dolphins colors, then mounted on a foam core backing — H Mats \ 
ready for framing. This special collectible is limited to only 154 | city/staterzi : 
prints individually autographed by Zach Thomas, signed & ! — : H 
numbered by the artist, and offered at the great price of only | "*s°°e7d me —— Autoaraphed Limited Ed. Prints at $118.00 ea. ‘ 
$119. The same quality matted prints are available without au- | Please send/me__~ Unsigned Prints at'$53/00jea) { 
tograph and unsigned for just $59. All orders will be sent pri- H $6.95 Priority Mail & handling i 
ority mail & shipped within 7 days of receiving the order. H Total Enclosed | 
Order now in time for the perfect Holiday Gift! 1 Mail Check or M.O. to: Dolphin Digest » P.O. Box 526600 


THE 2003 DRAFT - PLAY! 


COLLEGE CAREER? After playing tight end, 
linebacker and tailback in high school, Lee was 
usdd exclusively at tight end at MSU. 

e Started three games as a true freshman in 
1999 and became a full-time starter as a sopho- 
more. 

e Never had the opportunity to put up big 
numbers in Mississippi State’s run-oriented of- 
fense. 

© Caught only three touchdown passes during 
his college career, but his 5-yard score in 1999 
provided the winning margin in a 23-20 victory 
over rival Ole Miss. 4 

e Had four catches for 122 yards and a TD in 
the East-West Shrine Classic last January. 


CoiteGe Honors: Named to SEC Academic 
Honor Roll in 2000 after posting a 3.22 grade 
point average while attending the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 


STRENGTHS: One of the few willing blockers 
in a draft class marked by receiving specialists. 
Showed good route-running skills at Mississippi 
State despite not getting that many opportunities 
to.catch the ball. Runs fluidly and shows the 
ability to fight off linebackers. 


WEAKNESSES? Not considered a natural pass 
catcher and will sometimes fight the ball. Lacks 
the ideal size to bea dominant blocking tight 
end. A reading disability raised concerns about 
his ability to learn an NFL playbook. 


EP 


ostockenl 


PROFILES 


How He Firs Ins Randy McMichael is set 
as the starter at tight end and veteran newcomer 
Marco Battaglia will be the second option as a re- 
ceiving tight end, but where Lee might get playing 
time as a rookie is when the Dolphins use two 
tight ends to block in short-yardage situations. 
What He Saip: “| can help in the running 
game and the passing game as well. | just feel 
like | am very balanced.” 

Wuat THe DowPHins Sap: “The best 
asset he had is he is a blocker. He’s probably 
one of the best blocking tight ends coming out 
in the draft this year.” 

— Senior vice president Rick Spielman 
PERSONALS Born Aug. 31, 1980 in Maben, 
Miss. 2 

Son of Linda Wordlaw. 

e Interdisciplinary major at Mississippi State. 
Drart Notes: With Lee following the selec- 
tion of Randy McMichael last year, it marked the 
first time since 1991-92 the Dolphins had drafted 
tight ends in consecutive years. 

© This marked the seventh time in the past 10 
years the Dolphins have drafted at least one 
player from a Mississippi school, a run that 
began when Tim Bowens of Ole Miss was 
picked in the first round in 1994. 

© Lee is the first MSU player drafted by the 
Dolphins since RB J.J. Johnson was picked in the 
second round in 1999. 


COLLEGE CAREERS Set San Diego State career 
receiving records with 262 catches and 3,572 
yards, breaking marks previously belonging to 
former second-round picks Will Blackwell and 
Darnay Scott. 

- © Set school single-season records with 128 
catches for 1,785 and 13 touchdowns as a se- 
nior. 

© Combined with Kassim Osgood to set an 
NCAA record for most catches (236) in a season 
by teammates. 

e Set a school record with 18 catches, good 
for 283 yards, in a game against Hawaii last sea- 
son. 
¢ Caught at least one pass in 38 consecutive 
games. 

CouteGe Honors: First-team All-Mountain 
West Conference selection each of his last three 
seasons at SDSU; second-team All-American se- 
lection by the NFL Draft Report in 2002. 
STRENGTHS: Highly productive college re- 
ceiver who obviously knows how to get open. 
Very good-route runner who is smooth in and 
out of cuts. Has good size for the position. Ad- 
justs well to errant passes. 

WEAKNESSES? Not very fast and might have 
problems beating man-to-man coverage. Could 
have problems getting off the line of scrimmage. 
Doesn’t possess much playmaking ability after 
the catch, 


Round: 5 (169th Overall) © Pos.: WR 
e Ht: G=1 © Wt: 202 « School: Sam Diego St. 


How He Fits Ins The only sure things on 
the receiving corps appear to be Chris Chambers, 
James McKnight and Derrius Thompson, with kick 
returner Charlie Rogers likely to figure as a fourth 
receiver on the roster. Tolver figures to be involved 
in a battle for a roster spot at the position. 


What He Saips “I think the best player-to 
compare me to is Hines ‘Ward of Pittsburgh. ... He's 
not the biggest guy, he’s not the fastest guy, but you 
know he’s the guy that’s going to go out there 
every single play, work hard, make a big catch, 
make a big block, do what ittakes to help his team 
win. | feel like I'm the same type of player.” 
Wuat Tre DoLpuHins-: Saip: “He doesn’t 
have the greatest speed but has the big-play 
ability.” 

— Senior vice president Rick Spielman 
PaRSOMALt Born Jan. 13, 1980 in Long Beach, 
Calif. 

* Full name is Gregory Tolver Jr., but has 
been called J.R. since he can remember. 

* Graduated with a degree in information de- 

cision making and was working on his master’s 
in business in the spring. 
Drart Notes: This marked the third consec- 
utive year the Dolphins drafted a wide receiver, 
following Chambers (second round) in 2001 and 
Sam Simmons (fifth round) in 2002. 

® Tolver is the first San Diego State player 
ever drafted by the Dolphins. 
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COLLEGE CAREERS Enrolled at Garden City 
(Kan.) Community College in 1999 after spend- 
ing four seasons playing baseball in the Boston 
Red Sox and Chicago White Sox organizations. 

° Transferred to South Carolina, taking over as 
the starting quarterback as a senior in 2002. 

¢ Was switched to strong safety for the last 
two games of the season. 

e Best performance at South Carolina came 
against Temple when he completed 18 of 23 
passes for 198 yards and two touchdowns and 
also rushed for two scores. 

CoLLeGe HONORS? Won team’s Best Attitude 
Award as a senior; two-time junior college All- 
American selection at Garden City CC. 
STRENGTHS: Tremendous athlete who looks 
the part. Showed good reaction in his two games 
at strong safety. Showed ability in pass coverage. 
Has the look of a big hitter. Mature player who 
understands the demands of playing professional 
sports. 

WEAKNESSES? Has never played linebacker, 
so he has to learn the nuances of the position. 
Lacks the ideal physical dimensions of an NFL 
linebacker. Didn’t show great run-stopping abil- 
ity in his brief stint at strong safety. 

How He Fits Ins Jenkins’ tremendous ath- 
letic ability will give him a chance to make the 
roster as a special teams contributor. But if he 


makes the team, he’s clearly a project on defense. 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 


ER PROFILES 


Round: 6 (181st Overall) © Pos.: LB 


e Ht: 6-0 © Wt: 


PASSING 
YEAR ATT COM PCT YDS. TD INT 
2001 24 11 458 194 0 1 
2002 180 100 556 1334 7 10 
TOT. 204 111 544 1528 7 11 
DEFENSE: 10 tackles, 2 fumbles caused in 2002 


220 « School: South Carolina 


What He Saips; “| just like the game, so if 
it comes to playing linebacker or playing safety, 
or whatever it may be, if I’m out there and | can 
contribute to the team, then I’m all for it.” 
What THE DOLPHINS SaiDs “We felt 
very comfortable with the instincts and with the 
athletic ability and how hard he hits that it’s. not 
going to be that big of an adjustment for him 
(moving to linebacker).” 
— Senior vice president Rick Spielman 

PERSONALS Born Aug. 25, 1976. . 

~* One of 12-siblings. His older brother, Dee, 
played baseball in the San Diego Padres organi- 
zation. 

¢ Jenkins’ professional baseball career ad- 
vanced as far as the Birmingham Barons of the 
Southern League, the AA affiliate of the Chicago 
White Sox. . 

© African American Studies major at South 

Carolina. ; 
Drart Notes: Jenkins was selected with a 
pick the Dolphins obtained from Carolina on 
the second day of the draft in exchange for two 
seventh-round selections (the 226th and 247th 
overall). 

e Jenkins is the fifth University of South Gar- 
olina player ever drafted by the Dolphins fol- 
lowing LB Stan Juk in 1967, QB Jeff Grantz in 
1976, FB Stanley Pritchett in 1996 and S Arturo 
Freeman in 2000. 


COLLEGE CAREER: Worked as a defensive line- 
man on the scout team when he was redshirted in 
1998 before moving to the offensive line. 

Four-year starter at right tackle. 

© Weighed 230 pounds when he first arrived 
at SJSU and grew to over 300 pounds. 

© Did not allow a sack during his senior sea- 
son after giving up eight his first three years. 
CoiteGe Honors: First-team All-Western 
Athletic Conference by the NFL Draft Report as a 
senior; four-time recipient of the school’s Scholar- 
Athlete Award (1998-2001). 
STRENGTHS Intelligent player with a great 
work ethic. Has shown great leadership qualities. 
Described as an All-American kid. Above-aver- 
age athlete who moves well laterally. Does a 
good job of getting after linebackers. Adept at 
picking up outside blitzers. 
WEAKNESSES? Lacks ideal playing strength 
and might not be strong enough to play left 
tackle in the NFL. Will get pushed back at times. 
Not considered a powerful run blocker. Will get 
stood up too often at the point of attack. 
How He Firs INs The Dolphins went look- 
ing for depth along the offensive line in this draft, 
but Provost faces a tough battle just to make the 
roster. After the minicamp, Seth McKinney, Greg 
Jerman and third-round pick Taylor Whitley 
clearly stood ahead of Provost in the pecking 
order. Could be a practice squad candidate. 


Round: 6 (209th Overall) © Pos.: T 


Wuart He Saips “I haven’t had much 
consistency in college, so I’m excited to get 
into a place where | can get some good consis- 
tency. | think once | get into the weight room 
with a good coach, then I'll be ready to put on 
some more weight and get stronger and all 
that.” . 


301 @ School: San Jose State 


What THe DowPHiNs SaiD: “We cel 
like tackles are more difficult to find obviously, 
so we feel like this guy’s a good signing for us. 
He's smart and a good worker. He's a little bit 
limited outside on his circle rush and a little bit 
better, run blocker than he is a pass pro guy. 
Other than that, he’s got a chance (to make the 
roster).” 

— Director of college scouting Ron Labadie 
PERSONAL: Born Aug. 24, 1980 in Downey, 
Calif. 

© His mother, JoAnne Provost, is the softball 
coach at Perris High, which Tim attended. 

e His uncle, Mark Boyer, was a tight end at 
USC from 1982-84. 

* Active in the campus chapters of the Fel- 
lowship of Christian Athletes and Athletes in Ac- 
tion organizations. 

¢ Kinesiology major at San Jose State. 
Drart NOTES: Provost became the third 
player from San Jose State drafted by the Dol- 
phins, joining DE Kim Bokamper (1976) and CB 
Gerald Small (1978). 

¢ Provost was the third offensive lineman 
drafted by the Dolphins this year, the first time 
they picked three in the same draft since 1998 
(G Scott Shaw, C Nathan Strikwerda and G Jim 
Bundren). 

* Provost was selected with the second of the 
Dolphins’ four compensatory picks. “ 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 
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Yeremiah Bell 


COLLEGE CAREER? Redshirted as a freshman 
in 1998 before starting eight of 10 games the 
next season. 

© Started the next two seasons and led the 
Ohio Valley Conference with six interceptions as 
a junior. 

Sustained a knee injury in a pick-up basket- 
ball game last summer and was forced to sit out 
the 2002 season. 

© Petitioned the NCAA for a sixth year of eligi- 
bility but eventually decided to enter the draft 
anyway; the NCAA later informed him his peti- 
tion had been denied. 


Coiece Honors: Named first-team Divi- 


sion I-AA All-American by The Associated Press 
and the American Football Coaches Association 
in 2001; selected as Ohio Valley Conference 
Defensive Player of the Year that season; two- 
time first-team All-OVC selection; named EKU 
Defensive Back of the Year in 1999. 
STRENGTHS: Was projected as the No. 1 
safety in Division I-AA by The Sports Network 
last season before he was injured. Has good in- 
stincts and closes well on the ball. Playmaker in 
the secondary. Considered a good tackler. 
WEAKNESSES: Coming off a serious knee in- 
jury (ruptured patellar tendon). How he recovers 
from the injury and the year of inactivity are con- 
cerns. Not considered very good at shedding 
blockers when in run support. 


YEAR G Gs TKS SKS INT FR 
1999' 10: 8 62 te) 1 0 
2000 11 11 110 0.5 2 1 
2001 10 10 86 1 6 fl 
2002 Did not play (knee injury) 

TOT. 31 29 258 TBS se 2 


© Ht: 6-0 ¢ Wt: 


2003 DRAFT « PLAYER PROFILES 


Round: 6 (213th Overall) © Pos.: S 


191 e School: East. Kentucky 


How He Fits Ins The Dolphins have a lot 
of solid backups at safety who contribute on spe- 
cial teams (Trent Gamble, Scott McGarrahan, 
Shawn Wooden), so Bell will have to show some- 
thing just to make the roster. He could be a candi- 
date for the practice squad. 

What He Saips “I’m a hard worker, always 
around the football, real hungry, giving 110 per- 
cent. I'm just a ball hawk. If that’s just one word 
I can say, about myself, it would be I’m a ball 
hawk.” 


Wuar THe DoLPHINS SAID: “He's a 
good tackler. He’s got some range tq him. ... He 
probably would have been, had he played this 
year and had normal progression, a fourth-round 
pick this year. We feel pretty good about this 
kid.” 

— Director of college scouting Ron Labadie 
PERSONAL: Born March 3, 1978. 

© Resides in Winchester, Ky. 

© Has a daughter named Yamia. 

¢, Business major at Eastern Kentucky. 
Drart Notes: Bell is the first player from 
Eastern Kentucky ever drafted by the Dolphins. 

* This was the first time the Dolphins drafted a 
player from a non-Division I-A conference since 
they picked DT Ernest Grant from Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff in the sixth round in 2000. 

* Bell was chosen with the third of the Dol- 
phins’ four compensatory picks. 


| 


COLLEGE CAREERS Started at Auburn Univer- 
sity before transferring after playing in two games 
as a freshman in 1998. 

e After sitting out the 1999 season, became a 
three-year starter at left defensive tackle for Troy 
State. 

e Had one career interception, which came 
against Mississippi State in the 2001 season. 

e Played most of his senior season with a 
shoulder injury he sustained in spring drills and 
re-injured in a game against Missouri. 

e Dropped Nebraska running back Dahrran 
Diedrick behind the line of scrimmage in Troy 
State's opener in 2002. 


Coutece Honors: Earned All-Southland 
Conference honorable mention recognition fol- 
lowing the 2000 season. 


STRENGTHS? Very strong player (he had a 
team-best 500-pound bench press at Troy State). 
Willing to do the dirty work in the trenches. 
High-motor player who gives a consistent effort. 
Has shown good bull-rush potential. 
WEAKNESSES? Does not move well side to 
side and lacks quickness. Has had problems with 
avoiding getting blocked low. Sometimes has 
problems shedding blockers after engaging. Suf- 
fers from asthma, which he says bothers him 
from time to time, although he maintains it 
doesn’t affect his play. 

How He Fits IN? The Dolphins have a very 
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Round: 7 (248th Overall) © Pos.: DT 
e Ht: 6=3 © Wt: 300¢ School: Troy State 


solid three-man rotation at defensive tackle with 
Tim Bowens, Larry Chester and free agent acquisi- 
tion Jeff Zgonina. It would appear Williams’ only 
chance to make the roster would be to beat out 
Dario Romero for the fourth DT spot. 
What He Saips “What | bring to the NFL! 
would think is my strength and my ability to just 
take on’blocks and get off blocks and just to 
keep my linebackers free so they can run 
around and make tackles.” 
Wuar THe DoLpHins Saip: “Defensive 
tackles, 300-pound guys, are the toughest to get in 
free agency. There are just not enough of them that 
have a chance to be players. (Defensive line 
coach) Clarence Brooks was ‘down there. He 
worked this kid out and really came back excited.” 
— Coach Dave Wannstedt 

Puesouals Born Feb. 13, 1980 in Brewton, 
Ala. 

* Nephew of former Auburn center Robert 
Meeks, who also played with the Denver Broncos. 

© Sports and fitness management major at 
Troy State. 
Drart Notes: Williams is only the second 
Troy State player drafted by the Dolphins, joining 
DT Glynn Thompson, a 14th-reund pick in 1969. 

© Williams snapped a run of 14 consecutive 
draft picks dating back to 2001 that were not de- 
fensive linemen, the longest such streak for the 
Dolphins since the 1992 and 1993 drafts. 
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As always, the Dolphins’ search for new talent 
didn’t end with the NFL draft. Here’s a quick look 
at the 12 undrafted rookies the Dolphins signed the 
day after the draft. 

CB KOREY BANKS, MISSISSIPPI STATE 

Banks played with sixth-round pick Corey 
Jenkins at Garden (Kan.) Community College be- 
fore he transferred to Mississippi State. He started 
all 23 games at MSU the last two seasons and 
recorded seven interceptions and two forced fum- 
bles. He also averaged 9.7 yards on 20 punt re- 
turns. Banks was knocked for taking too many 
gambles. 

WR RONALD BELLAMY, MICHIGAN 

Bellamy spent four seasons at Michigan, starting 
25 games over the last three seasons. Bellamy, 
who is more of a possession receiver, had his best 
season in 2002 when he caught 46 passes for 530 
yards and five touchdowns. 

QB JOSH BLANKENSHIP, EASTERN WASHINGTON 

After transferring from Tulsa, Blankenship set 10° 
EWU records in his only season there while earn- 
ing Big Sky Conference Offensive Player of the 
Year honors. He passed for 3,243 yards with 30 
touchdowns and seven interceptions in 2002. 
Blankenship is smart but he lacks a big-time arm. 

WR JIMMY FRYZEL, CENTRAL FLORIDA 

A two-year starter at UCF, Fryzel earned second- 
team All-MAC honors last season after catching 58 
passes for 1,126 yards and five touchdowns. Fryzel 
is an undersized receiver with a little bit of Wayne 
Chrebet in him. 

DE OTIS GRIGSBY, KENTUCKY 

A former member of the National Honor Soci- 

ety, Grigsby started 18 games for Kentucky. Lining 


up next to Jets first-round pick Dewayne Robertson 
last season, Grigsby had 2.5 sacks. - . 

LB BYRON HARDMON, FLORIDA 

Nicknamed “Bam,” Hardmon was a second- 

team All-SEC selection as a senior when he posted 
a career-high 169 tackles, with an interception and 
two forced fumbles. He started the season at weak- 
side linebacker before being moved to the middle. 

S TERRANCE LEFTWICH, TEMPLE 


The second cousin of Jaguars first-round pick 


ROOKIE FREE AGENT SIGNINGS 


Byron Leftwich, Leftwich started at wide receiver at 
Temple before being switched to cornerback. He 
started 33 games at Temple, but will be tried at 
safety by the Dolphins. 
TE DEJHOWN MANDLEY, UNLV 
The son of former Lions and Chiefs wide re- 
ceiver Pete Mandley, Dejhown was a two-time All- 


| Mountain West Conference honorable mention 


pick. He dropped a couple of passes during the 
Dolphins’ minicamp. 


T MORGAN PEARS, COLORADO STATE 
He played left guard the last two years at CSU 
but is being given a look at tackle by the Dolphins. 
Pears is a big body (6-6, 332), but he is considered 
somewhat limited athletically. 


FB JOSH RUE, DUQUESNE 

Aversatile performer at Duquesrre, Rue got 
seven sacks as a defensive end, in addition to 
spending time at fullback and tailback, before sit- 
ting out the 2002 season because he was academi- 
cally ineligible. When Duquesne’s starting tailback 
was forced to miss the 2001 season finale, Rue re- 
sponded by rushing for,a school-record 317 yards 
and three touchdowns. 


QB LON SHERIFF, SAN DIEGO STATE 

San Diego State’s starting‘quarterback in 2000 
and 2001, Sheriff appeared in only five games as a 
senior. His career totals at SDSU included 16 
touchdown passes and 25 interceptions. 

4 GBILLY YATES, TEXAS A&M 

Yates rejoined college teammates Seth McKin- 
ney and Taylor Whitley, drafted by the Dolphins in 
the third round the last two years. Yates started 20 
games over the last two seasons. 


PRO SHOE 


GET YOUR 
OF FICIAL. 


Call 1-800-553-7152 or visit us on the web at 


WWW.MIAMIDOLPHINS.COM 


The 2003 Miami Dolphins Cheerleaders squad was selected on Saturday, April 26 at the Dolphins Draft Party at the Aventura Mall in Miami. Starting 
in July, a different cheerleader will be featured in swimwear and uniform each week. ~ 
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By ALAIN POUPART 
Associate Editor 

All it took was one simple mini- 
camp for the Dolphins to find out 
what Junior Seau really is all about. 

Oh, they had a pretty good idea 

about his talent and his work ethic, 
hut watching it first-hand was dif- 
ferent. 

For Morlon Greenwood, all he 
needed to see was Seau standing 
10 feet behind a second-unit line- 
backer and going full speed even 
though it wasn‘t his turn to run 
through the drill. 

“| think what people have said 
about him is 100 percent right,” 
Greenwood said. “He’s got a great 
work ethic.” 

_Of course, there is plenty more 
to Seau than just a fanatical work 
ethic. You don’t get to be a 12-time 
Pro Bowl selection on hard work 
alone. 

But it is that work ethic, that pas- 
sion, that fire, perhaps more than 
anything else, that had the Dol- 
phins and their fans so excited after 
the team was able to acquire the 
veteran linebacker in a trade with 
the San Diego Chargers. 

“| don’t think there’s anybody 
in the National Football League 
that does it better or does it in a 
more professional way than what 
Junior does,” said Coach Dave 
‘Wannstedt. “I know as an organi- 
zation, as a football team, I’ve 
talked to a lot of our players. Our 
players are excited about the ad- 
dition of Junior Seau.” 


JUST ONE OF THE GUYS 
Much like Ricky Williams 13 
months before, Seau was seen as 


something of a savior upon his arrival in Miami. 
Whereas Williams was going to resurrect the 
running game — after leading the league in rush- 


JUNIOR CLASS | 


Seau brings his fire to Miami 
on his way to the Hall of Fame 


Veteran linebacker Junior Seau wasted littie ime showing his. new teammates 
the work ethic that has helped make him a perennial Pro Bowl selection. 


ing, call it mission accomplished — the feeling is 
that Seau’s intensity and leadership could pro- 


vide that missing ingredient in December. 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 


But Seau quickly made it clear he 
wasn’t looking for a front-man role 
with the Dolphins. 

“Junior is not going to come over 
and be a leader and take over the 
Miami Dolphins,” Seau said. “Junior 
is going to play alongside the lead- 
ers that you have here. This is still 
Zach Thomas, Jason Taylor, Tim 
Bowens, (Patrick) Surtain, you have 
(Sam) Madison, you have all the 
guys, all placed. 

“| just have to come in and be the 
fluff. I'm the glitter, the fanfare. I’m 
just going to be here-enjoying the 
Zame of football with these great 
athletes.” 

Seau was at a loss to explain the 
Dolphins’ failure to make the play- 
offs last season, particularly after the 
way Miami manhandled the Charg- 
ers when the teams met at Pro 
Player Stadium in late November. 

After that game, a 30-3 Dolphins 
victory, Seau got on the bus and told 
a teammate he didn’t see an AFC | 
team standing between the Dolphins 
and a trip to the Super Bowl. 

“Why they've come up short, we 
don’t care,” Seau said. “What are 
we going to do? We're going to 
work, That's all we're going to do. 
We're going to work harder. We're 
going to keep working until we get it 
right. That’s my answer to that.” 


HIS ROLE 


The Chargers used Seau in a vari- 
ety of ways during his 13 seasons in 
San Diego, but it looks like the Dol- 
phins will make Seau their starting 
weakside linebacker, where hé will 
replace Derrick Rodgers. 

You have to go back quite a 
while to find a Dolphins outside 
linebacker with the kind of blitzing 
ability possessed by Seau, who has recorded 
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- See SEAU, next page 


‘Trade caps Seau’s wild offseason ride 


One of the fitst comments Junior 
Seau made after being introduced 
as a member of the Dolphins was 
that “Junior Seau needed the Miami 
Dolphins more than the Miami Dol- 
phins needed Junior Seau.” 

The truth is Seau never envisioned 
needing anybody or any team as the 
offseason began. But that all 
Changed after the San Diego Charg- 
_8ts dropped a bomb in mid-March 
by telling Seau's agent he was free 
to seek a trade for his client. 

From that moment, all signs 
pointed to Seau eventually becom- 
ing a member of the Dolphins, al- 
though Seau and Dolphins coach 
Dave Wannstedt 
simple as it migh' 

“{ think we to 


Seau said after the Chargers traded 
him to the Dolphins for a sixth-round 
pick in 2004 that could become a 
fifth-rounder depending on Seau’s 
playing time next season. “There 
was a lot of talk about where | was 
going. They did it with class. They 
did it with efficiency. Coach Wannst- 
edt and { wer 
phone, proba ig 
(media) guys about how many calls 
we had. But it went well and fm re- 
ally happy about that.” 

The Chargers nev 
would release Seau i 
couldn't be worked out 


not play for the Chargers 
ally det t 


The question then became, which | million rost 
might be interested, and the 
eventually came to include Green 
Arizona, 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 


SEAU, from preceding page 


seven sacks in a season 
three different times. So the 
Dolphins might be inclined 
to blitz from the outside 
more often than they have 
in recent years. 

Seau figures to remain on 
the field alongside Thomas 
when the Dolphins go to 
their nickel package, but 
probably will come off when 
they use the dime defense. 

“There are a lot of differ- 
ent ways we can utilize his 
abilities,” Wannstedt said. 
“He's probably as instinctive 
a linebacker as I’ve seen.” 

When it comes to adjust- 
ing to a new defense, Seau 
says that will be no problem. 

“You just give me a hel- 
met,” he said. “I’m so old, 


’ Make no mistake, Seau 
has heard the whispers 
about his game slipping. 
“For you to say that peo- 
ple are saying bad things 
about Junior Seau, his age, 
his injuries, that’s OK,” he 
said. “It’s been there all 
along. I’ve been able to deal 
with it. This is the name of 
the game. If you get caught 
up in that, you lose focus on 
where you want to go. 
We're going to bé OK. 
“What | do this year for the 
) Miami Dolphins will be 
judged at the end of the 
year. | lgok forward to that.” 
Slipping or not, Seau’s 
numbers over the last three 
years include 302 tackles, 
six sacks and four intercep- 


I've seen it all.” ‘tions. By comparison, 
STILL BUSY AFTER Rodgers’ numbers over that 
ALL THESE YEARS same period totaled 266 


tackles, 1.5 sacks and two 

> interceptions. 

Granted, the players were used differently by 
their teams, but no one would argue that Seau 
represents an upgrade at weakside linebacker, 
regardless of his age. 

It’s certainly not a bad addition for a défense 
that was ranked first in the AFC and third in the 
NFL last season. 

“What do | bring to the table?” Seau said. “I 


His self-deprecating humor 
aside, Seau isn’t that old, but 
at 34 it’s pretty clear he’s not the player he was in 
his prime. 

Many NFL observers made the point that 
Seau’s last couple of Pro Bowl invitations were 
based more on reputation than production. F 

Seau is coming off a season during which 
he recorded a career-low 84 tackles. But it 
also must be pointed out that he played a 


good part of the season with an ankle injury 
and he was forced to miss three games — the 
most games he has missed in any season dur- 
ing his career. 

Before he was injured, nobody was talking 
about how he might be slipping. In helping the 
Chargers to a 4-0 start, Seau won a share of the 
AFC Defensive Player of the Month honors for 


bring hard work. | bring perseverance. | bring 
experience. You know, | bring all the little intan- 
gibles. But you have the great athletes here. You 
do. It’s here. 

“This is always going to be Zach Thomas’ 
defense. It's.always going to be Jason Taylor’s 
defense. A coconut with two ankles is just 
gving to be in there running around. That's 


where | fit.” 


THE SEAU STORY 


Full mame: Tiaina Seau Jr. Hit: 6-3 Wt: 255 

Born: Jan. 19, 1969 Hometown: San Diego, Calif. 

Family: Has one daughter (Sydney Beau, 10) and two sons (Jake Ryan, 9; and Hunter, 2) 

College: USC 

Personal: Moved to American Samoa as a child and returned to mainland before entering grade school 
... Did not speak English until age 7 ... In addition to being a football and basketball star at Oceanside 
High, was named to California’s All-Academic team with a 3.6 GPA ... Named True Value Hardware 
NFL Man of the Year in 1994 ... Opened Seau’s The Restaurant in 1996; it was voted Best Sports Bar by 
the San Diego Restaurant Association in 1997. 

Career highlights: Voted to the last 12 Pro Bowls, tied with Randall McDaniel for third-longest streak 
of Pro Bowl invitations ... Named to Associated Press All-Pro first team six times (1992-94, 1996, 1998, 
2000) and to second team twice (1995, 1999) ... Named to the NFL's All-Decade Team for the 1990s by 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame ... Five-time Chargers MVP (1997-2001) and shared the award with DE 
Leslie O'Neal in 1993 ... Voted by teammates as Chargers’ most inspirational player twice (1997, 2002) 
... Led San Diego in tackles eight times in 13 seasons ... Has missed only eight games during his 13-year 
career ... Fifth overall pick in the 1990 draft (selected after QB Jeff George, RB Blair Thomas, DT Cortez 
Kennedy and LB Keith McCants). 


September. 


CAREER STATS 
Season Tackles Sacks INT FR Season Tackles Sacks INT FR 
1990 85 1 0 0 1997 97 vg 2 2, 
1991 129 7 0 (0) 1998 | 115 BES 0 2 
1992 102 45 2 1 1999 99 3.5 1 al nd 
1993 129 (0) 2 1 2000 122 325; 29 0 
1994 155 Sep: 0 3 2001 96 1 il 10} 
1995 129 2 2 3 2002 84 i1,-5, I (0) 
1996 138 % 2 3 Totals 1480 47 is 16 


WHAT THEY SAID ... 


e “lm not willing to look back. You know, | 
am a Miami Dolphin. I'm part of this fam- 
ily. From here on out, my job is to look 
forward, to work forward, and to make 
sure that | do it with class, with integrity, 
with loyalty. That’s what | intend to do. 
1am a Miami Dolphin today and hopefully 
forever. This will alwaysibe a page in my 
life. | look forward to working for them.” 


— Junior Seau 4 


“This is going to solidify our defense as 
one of the most dominant in the league. 
We have been that way 
over the years, but 
when you add a player 
like Junior, we're only 
going to get better. ... If 
you look at our defense: 
right now, we are really 
loaded. We shouldn't 
have any excuses.” 

— CB Patrick Surtain 


e “Junior has obviously been a great 
player in this league and a known leader 
on San Diego’s team for a long time. He 
is coming to a team that already has a 
very good defense and he should only 
be a great addition. It will be exciting to 
see Zach Thomas and| Junior Seau play- 
ing side by side.” 

— FB Rob Konrad 


e “| think anytime you get a chance to play 
with a Hall of Famer, itis huge. It has a 
huge impact on the offseason, just what 
we do in training now when you see the 
team making the impact kind of move 
and bring in a guy of that caliber. Really, 
what Junior is, is energy. He is instant 
energy. You play with Marino, who is a 
Hal! of Famer, and now you play with 
Seau, who is a Hall of Famer, and it is 
just an exciting time for the Dolphins.” 

— T Mark Dixon 


e “Everybody knows Junior Seau is a 
quality football player 
who has been to the 
Pro Bowl numerous 
times. As a young 
player, | could learn a 
lot from him.” 
— LB Morton 
Greenwood 


e “Playing in the Pro Bow! with Junior 
was great because | looked’ upito himiin 
college. | loved the way he played. | 
never thought | would be playing side 
by side with a Hall of Famer. It’s like 
playing on offense with Marino. Most 
guys don’t get the opportunity toplay, 
with guys like that.” 

— LB Zach Thomas 


e “The greatest compliment ! can give a 
guy is that he’s a warrior, and Junior is a 
warrior. Junior has great leadership abi 
ity. He brings a lot of energy to whatever 
he does.” 


— Chargers coach 
Marty Schottenheimer 


e “When God made him, he broke the 
mold.” 
— Chargers CB Ryan-McNeil 


Woodley was unique in many ways 


By ANDY COHEN 
Editor 

David Woodley, who died in early 
May of liver failure at a hospital in 
Shreveport, La., was one of the most 
unusual players to ever wear a Miami 
Dolphins uniform. And certainly one 
gf the most intriguing. 

For a starting quarterback, a player 
who bridged the gap between Bob 
Griese and Dan Marino, a player who 
became the youngest at his position 
to start a Super Bowl, Woodley never 
really relished the game he played. 

He once told a group of writers 
that he would much prefer to play in 
an empty stadium, just going through 
the motions without a fan in the 
house or a scribe in the press box. 
Woodley had few friends on the team 
and those he did hang out with never 
felt they truly knew him. 
~ “I don’t want to be a celebrity,” he 
said back in 1981, his second of four 
seasons with the Dolphins. “I don’t 
need to hear the cheers and | defi- 
nitely don’t want to hear the boos. 
Just leave me alone and let me play. 
This is a job. Nothing more. | just 
want to clock in and go home.” 

You can argue all you want about 
his merits as a player. But there is no 
doubt that for those four seasons, 
Woodley, an unheralded eighth- 
round draft choice who wasn’t even a 


David Woodley, who died recently at the age of 
44, was an important member of the Dolphins in 


the early 1980s. 


full-time starter in college at 
Louisiana State, was an important 
contributor to the success of this fran- 
chise. 

Fourth on the depth chart when 
his first training camp began, Wood- 


ley emerged as the 
starter when Bob 
Griese was injured 
and went on to win 
team MVP honors as 
a rookie. So enam- 
ored was Don Shula 
of Wocdley’s athletic 
ability that the coach 
put into the offense a 
series of quarterback 
draws and roll-outs 
that this franchise had 
never seen. 

“David was a spe- 
cial individual, an ex- 
citing guy to coach,” 
said Shula. “What | 
enjoyed the most out 
of coaching David 
was that he was such 
a great athlete and 
willing to do all the 
things that we asked 
him to do. When you 
have an athlete like 
that playing quarter- 
back, you can design 
special plays for spe- 
cial situations and take advantage of 
his athletic ability.” 

But Woodley was far from polished 
and, in fact, spent much of his pro ca- 
feer sharing playing time with Don 
Strock. Thus, the emergence of 


{ 


WoodStrock. The crown jewel of his 
career was at 24 years old when he 
became the youngest starting quarter- 
back in Super Bowl history. It also 
proved to be one of his final chapters 
as the Dolphins lost the game, Wood- 
ley failing to complete a pass the en- 
tire second half. 

A few months later, the Dolphins 
drafted this kid named Marino out of 
Pitt and the next offseason Woodley 
was traded to the Steelers. 

Woodley disappeared as suddenly 
as he arrived. Few heard from him 
when his playing days were over. He 
opened a health club that went 
under. He briefly sold jewelry out of 
his car. He spent his last few years in 

Shreveport, doing some work at a 
neighboring college and even trying 
his hand as a radio commentator for 
high school games. 

He was just 44 years old when he 
died. 

No, he won't make it to the team’s 
ting of honor. No, nobody will ever 
mention his name in the same sen- 
tence as Griese or Marjno. But for 
most of three seasons in the early 
1980s, Woodley was the focal point 
of the Dolphins offense. 

We can only wonder how much 
more he might have accomplished 
if he truly loved the game he 
played. 
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Catch all the action 
in Dolphin Digest 


Since 1972, the “go-to” source for Dolphins fans! 


To subscribe call toll free: 


1-800-334-4005 
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Strong endorsement for Moore 


So you didn’t like the draft. 

What was it that had you so upset? 
You didn’t like the choice of a line- 
backer first? You thought it would be 
a wide receiver? 

Eddie Moore’s name wasn’t heard 
on any “of the pre-draft radio shows. 


Your crack newspaper correspon- 
dents never brought him up in ad- 
vance. You don’t know who he is, 
therefore he was a reach, a potential 
bust. 

In the first place, the Dolphins 
stuck to their guns. Dave Wannstedt 
said on the Thursday before the draft 
that he was seeking a tackle, line- 
backer and safety unless a wide re- 
ceiver was available in whom they 
had an interest, and that was a long 
shot. 

The Fins were not happy with the 
play of either outside linebacker last 
season. That’s why they wanted to go 
beyond the Junior Seau acquisition to 
improve. 

A couple of University of Miami 
coaches were asked about Moore. 
The ‘Canes faced Tennessee last fall, 
and the response was, “He was a big 
pain in our butt! We couldn’t block 
him and- he kept making plays. In 
coverage, in pass rush, he made 
plays.” 

If you watched the Dolphins in the 
fourth quarter at New England, you 
would have to agree that they needed 
somebody to make a play. 

Former wide receiver and current 
Florida Gators broadcast analyst Nat 

' Moore can’t wait to see Eddie, no re- 
lation, in a Miami uniform. “I saw 
him four times and he can flat-out 
play,” Nat said. 

The first two offensive linemen, 
Wade Smith and Taylor Whitley, 
were endorsed by Gil Brandt, 


NFL.com and longtime 
Dallas Cowboys personnel 
guru. | would guess that 
very few of you have seen 
or watched either carefully. 
It could be a couple of 
years before one or the 
other proves himself. Or 
both. 

Mark Clayton, who goes 
up on the Dolphin Honor 
Roll this year, was an 
eighth-round selection. 
Today the draft stops at 
seven. Perhaps J.R. Tolver, 
who caught 128 passes in 
his last season at San Diego 
State, will be the receiver 
you crave. 

It’s amusing that the 
same experts who carved 
up the Miami offseason 
were raving about the first 
minicamp performance of - 
Tolver and Derrius Thomp- 
son, the new wide receiver 
from Washington. One 
problem with that: There 
was no Patrick Surtain or 
Sam Madison on the field 
at the time. 

So you aren’t satisfied 
with Jay Fiedler? 

In his three years as the 
Dolphins’ starter (yes, it has 
been three years), he has 
been on the right side of 29 
wins. Before his injury last 
year, he led the league’s 
quarterbacks in third-down 
conversions. If Cris Carter 
holds on to the pass in the 
end zone at Minnesota, 
Fiedler is a hero and Miami 
is in the playoffs 

After Fiedler helped get 
his team to 5-1, Ray Lucas 
took them to 7-5. And all 
those same people who 
voicefully called for Lucas 
to start are now screaming out for 
Brian Griese. The Dolphins are not 
looking to replace Fiedler. They’re 
looking to replace Lucas. | 

.. So you think you are dissatis- 
fied? 


University of Miami coaches think the Dolphins got 
themselves a big-time player in linebacker Eddie Moore. 
Digest Photo/KEN KEIDEL 


A newspaper in Rochester ran 
this headline after the Bills used 
their first-round pick on Willis Mc 
Gahee: “McGahee or Henry? It’s, 
trouble.” It refers to the potential 
running back controversy involving | trips to Buffalo and New England will 
Travis Hénry, who rushed for just 


under 1,500 yards last 
year. Fans in Buffalo are 
upset because they didn’t 
see great need for another 
running back. 

And they're just getting 
over Doug Flutie vs. Roly 
Johnson. 

.. There wasn’t much 
made of it in these parts, 
but two very distinguished 
football minds quietly re- 
tired last week, Bill Ar- 
snparger, the architect and 
coordinator of the No- 
Name Defense and the 
Killer B’s, who helped the 
Dolphins to Super Bowls in 
two decades, was assisting 
Marty Schottenheimer in 
San Diego. 

And Tom Braatz, ex- 
Green Bay general man- 
ager who was Miami’s per- 
sonnel director for some 
time, was a consultant the 
past couple of years. Braatz 
also had a Chargers con- 
nection..He urged the ‘Fins 
to draft Bolts quarterback 
Drew Brees over Jamar 
Fletcher in that draft, but, 
as you know, his recom- 
mendation was not ac- 
cepted. 

They were both good 
men as well as good 
minds. 

.. The late David Wood- 
fey “always struck me as» 
having a sad look on his 
face. 

» So, if you’re pes- 

simistic about the Dolphins 
season: 
If Brian Griese joins the 
fold, it will have been a stel- 
lar offseason, one that would 
propel Miami to the top of 
the preseason forecast. 

So you're optimistic about 2003; 
Have you seen the schedule? 
if I’m not mistaken, the Dolphins 
close with the Jets at home and then 


happen in the last month. 


JUNIOR SEAU AUTOGRAPHED ITEMS ARE 


IN STOCK FROM OUR 5/6/03 SIGNING 


© Autographed 8x10 photo holding jersey — $50 
* 8x10 on plaque w/detailed nameplate — $65 
* Autographed mini-helmet — $90 
© Autographed NFL leather game football — $160 


© Autographed authentic Fins game helmet — $295 


° Zach Thomas/Seau signed mini-helmet —$140. 


Junior Sau SIGNS FOR 
SUPERDOLPH.COM!! 
GF 


All Signed items come with 
Certificate of Authenticity! 


Please visit our website www.SUPERDOLPH.com to view our 
complete inventory or call (954) 370-2927 


FLORIDA 


CORPORATIO 


3995 
COMPLET 


CALL NOW 
FOR FREE 


INCLUDES: State Filing Fees, Corporate 
Seal & Book, Articles of Incorporation, 
Corporate Minutes, By Laws, Stock Certificate, 
Preliminary Name Search, Attorney’s Fee 
Corporations also immediately available W/Tax 
1.D.# Also Sub S Corps., Non-Profit Corps., 
Limited Partnerships, LLCs, DBAs, Trademarks, 
Business Sales/Purchases, and Offshore Corps. 
'03, '02, '01, 00, ’99, 98 & 97 Corporations also 
available for immediate delivery. 


www.amerilawyer®.com 
(305) 854-6000 (954) 630-9800 (800) 603-3900 


based 


MIAMI 


FORT LAUDERDALE TOLL FREE 


of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be 

lely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to 

send you few written epee = about-our ees and 
e L. PA. 
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It’s not fair to say the Dolphins’ kick 
returning game has been mediocre the 
last few years. But it clearly has lacked 
the type of home-run threat who can 
quickly turn a game.around. 

The Dolphins are hoping that’s 
where Charlie Rogers can make a dif- 
ference. 


REE AGEN! 


Rogers joined the Dolphins as an 
unrestricted free agent when he signed 
a one-year deal reportedly worth 
$555,000. Rogers also was pursued 
by the Jets as a replacement for kickoff 
returner Chad Morton, but decided on 
Miami partly because the Jets also 
have a stud punt returner in Santana 
Moss. 

Coach Dave Wannstedt said during 
minicamp the Dolphins would pre- 
pare a package to use Rogers’ skills on 
offense, but they didn’t sign him be- 
cause of his ability as a running 
back/wide receiver. 

Clearly, if Rogers is to make a sig- 
nificant contribution in 2003, it will 
be as a kick returner. 

The Dolphins already have seen 
first-hand what Rogers can do. That's 
because the last time an opponent re- 
turned a kick for a touchdown, it was 
Rogers doing the honors with an 85- 
yard kickoff return in the playoff game 
at Seattle following the 1999 season. 

Rogers has made many big plays as 
a returner in his career. Since entering 


CHARLIE ROGERS 


the league as a fifth-round pick of the 
Seahawks in 1999, Rogers has re- 
turned four kicks for touchdowns 
(three kickoffs and one punt). 

During that time, the Dolphins 
have exactly-one return for a touch- 
down, Jeff Ogden’s 81-yard punt re- 
turn against Green Bay in the 2000 
season. 

What's worse, the Dolphins have 
not had a kickoff return for a touch- 
down since way back in 1989 when 
Marc Logan took one all the way at 
the Houston Astrodome. 

The only NFL team with a fonger 


The Dolphins lost a couple of free agents in the last~ 
several weeks, but it’s the one who is still without a 
team who continues to draw the most attention. 

That would be wide receiver Oronde Gadsden, who 
remained unsigned as of May 12. 

Early in the offseason; Gadsden rejected a contract 
offer from the Dolphins that was the same accepted by 
free agent wide receiver Derrius Thompson. Coach 
Dave Wannstedt has said many 
times in recent weeks the door is 
still open for Gadsden to return, 
but now the Dolphins won't offer 
him anything more than the vet- 
eran minimum salary. 

Gadsden has drawn some in- 
terest from Minnesota, New Eng- 
land and Jacksonville, but he had 
yet to receive an offer to his liking. 

The other two remaining Dol- 
phins unrestricted free agents as 
of May 12 were cornerback Paul 
Miranda and offensive tackle 
Marcus Spriggs. 

Offensive tackle Brent Smith 
became the third unrestricted 
free agent to leave the Dolphins 
this offseason when he signed a 
one-year deal with the New York 
Jets. Smith has missed the last 
two seasons after sustaining a 
tom ACL in each knee. 

Before his first injury in 2001, 
Smith was in line to become the 


COMING 


GOING 


STAYING 


STILL UNSIGNED 


Movement among free agents 


~ starter at left offensive tackle. 

The Dolphins also lost a restricted free agent when 
they declined to match a four-year, $4 million offer 
sheet defensive tackle Jermaine Haley got teh the 
Washington Redskins. 

That decision came as no surprise after the Dolphins 
signed defensive tackle Jeff Zgonina as an unrestricted 
free agent earlier in the offseason. 


FREE AGENCY SCORECARD 


drought is Tampa Bay, which has 
never had a kickoff return for a touch- 
down since entering the league in 
1976. 

“That should change next year, es- 
pecially with the special teams coach 
we have, Coach (Keith) Armstrong,” 
Rogers said. “I’m very familiar with his 
schemes and the things he’s been 
doing in the league. They had a great 
return team last year; unfortunately, 
they didn’t have any touchdowns. 

“The machine is already ordered 
-up. I’m just hoping to be a part of the 
machine.” 

In- his first two seasons in the 
league, Rogers was as good as any re- 
turner. He led the NFL in punt returns 
with a 14.5-yard average as a rookie 
in 1999, and was fourth in punt re- 
turns (14.0) and seventh in kickoff re- 
turns (24.7) the following season. ; 

Rogers’ numbers slipped a little in 
2001 and he then was taken by Hous- 
ton in last year’s expansion draft be- 
fore being traded to Buffalo. In his 
only season with the Bills, Rogers pro- 
duced the worst numbers of his ca- 
reer, but he said the Bills’ return 
scheme didn’t fit his style. 

That didn’t exactly make him a hot 
commodity on the free agent market, 
but he’s not about to complain. 

“I'm pretty excited that | had to set- 
tle for a one-year deal,” said Rogers. 
“This is a big-time showcase here. ... 
'm éxcited about the situation here 
and hopefully we can make big things 
happen with it.” 


By declining to match, the 
Dolphins received a seventh- 
round pick as compensation. 
The Dolphins gave that pick 
,along with another seventh- 
round choice to Carolina in a 
trade for a sixth-round choice 
that was used on linebacker 
Corey Jenkins. 

The Dolphins regained ex- 
clusive negotiating rights to 
their other restricted free 
agent, safety Arturo Freeman, 
after the April 18 deadline 
passed without him signing an 
offer sheet. Exclusive-rights 
free agent Adewale Ogunleye 
remained unsigned as of May 
12, but he can’t negotiate with 
any other team. 

Despite being unsigned, both 
Freeman and Ogunleye took 
part in the post-draft minicamp 
and first quarterback school 
after signing injury waivers. 


Zgonina adds 
muscle to line 


When it comes to his NFL ca- 
reer, Jeff Zgonina definitely could 
be classified as a late bloomer. And 
the Dolphins think they got the de- 
fensive tackle when he’s at his 
best. 

Zgonina joined the Dolphins as 
an unrestricted free agent when he 
signed a four-year contract that in- 
cluded a $500,000 signing bonus. 

The 10-year veteran will join Tim 
Bowens and Larry Chester in the 
Dolphins’ defensive tackle rotation. 
~ A seventh-round pick of the 
Steelers in 1993, Zgonina didn't 
start a single game while playing 
for five different teams in his first 
sevenseasons. - 

But Zgonina blossomed in his 
second stint with the Rams. He 
started 40 games the last three 
seasons and was set to become a 
defensive team captain had he ac- 
cepted the Rams’ one-year offer. 

“| think he has learned to play 
with leverage,” said Dolphins senior 
vice president Rick Spielman. 
“He’s very strong. Everything 
started clicking for him. 

“He’s very active, he has a: very 
high motor. He brings a \ot of en- 
ergy to the table. He goes nonstop 
down in and down out.” 

Zgonina, who has played for 
Pittsburgh, Carolina, Atlanta and 
the Colts, in addition to the Rams, 
was the Big Ten Defensive Player 
of the Year as a senior at Purdue. 

But he never made much of an 
impact in the NFL until he recorded 
4.5 sacks as a backup on the 
Rams’ Super Bowl team in 1999. 

He became: a starter the follow- 
ing season. That will change with 
the Dolphins, but Zgonina will get 
plenty of playing time nonetheless 
behind Bowens and Chester. 

Zgonina will be 33 at the start of 
the 2003 season, but the Dolphins 
think he still has plenty of quality 
football left. They weren’t the only 
Ones to think that way becatise 
Green Bay, Kansas City and Car- 
olina also were said to be inter- 
ested in signing Zgonina. 

His signing followed that of tight 
end Marco Battaglia, who was 
brought in to serve as the backup 
to Randy McMichael. Battaglia, 
who has caught 71 passes in 
seven NFL seasons, signed a one- 
year deal after reportedly turning 
down a better offer from the At- 
lanta Falcons. 

As for Zgonina, he signed with 
the Dolphins two days after his wife 
Cami gave birth to their first child, a 
daughter named Bailey. 

“They were a good team last 
year, they’re going to be a good 
team this year, and | want to be a 
part of said Zgonina, who also 
can be used as a long-snapper ina 
pinch. “Being an older player, just 
want to help out wherever |can. 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 


Zach ‘thankful’ for new deal 


Zach Thomas would love nothing 
better than to join Bob Griese and 
Dan Marino among prominent play- 
ers wko spent their entire career with 
the Dolphins. 


And that dream moved a lot closer 
to reality after Thomas signed a five- 
year contract extension through the 
2008 season. 

Thomas was scheduled to become 
an unrestricted free agent after the 
2003 season, but neither he nor the 
Dolphins wanted any part of that hap- 
pening. 

“Any player always looks out there, 
but | never want to be put in that situ- 
ation,” Thomas said. “I’m not going to 
sit here and say, ‘Hey, | can do some- 
thing in another scheme,’ and things 
like that. I’ve been taken care of so 
much down here and I'm so set in my 
ways on different things, even where | 
live and the weather and the organi- 
zation and how they treat me with a 
lot of respect.” 


different levels. 


Zach Thomas never had a great desire to test the free agent market be- 
cause playing in Miami represents the perfect situation for him on many 
Digest Photo/KEN KEIDEL 


For the Dolphins, the extension 
meant that eight of the team’s pro- 
jected defensive starters are signed 
through at least the 2005 season. 

Just as importantly, Thomas’ new 
deal freed up over $3 million of cap 
space. 

The total value of Thomas’ new 
deal reportedly is $33.75 million and 
includes a $6 million signing bonus 
and another $4.5 million bonus due 
next March. 

The deal puts Thomas in the same 
neighborhood as Keith Brooking and 
Takeo Spikes, two of the top free agent 
linebackers available this offseason. 

“| was still here for another year. 
They still had plenty of time to get me 
signed back,” Thomas said. “I’m just 
thankful that they even thought about 
getting it done now.” 


The Dolphins actually had been 
having discussions with Thomas’ 
agent, Drew Rosenhaus, since No- 
vember of 2001. 

The new deal was reached shortly 
before Thomas was due a $300,000 
roster bonus. 

“This will allow him to be a Dol- 
phin for his entire career, and that is 
important to us,” said team president 
Eddie’Jones. “It’s also in accord with 
our philosophy to reward our top 
players, and we've been successful in 
keeping our good players.” 

The $4.5 million bonus due next 
March is not guaranteed, and the Dol- 
phins would save $2.5 million of cap 
space in 2004 by releasing Thomas. 

But the Dolphins probably won’t 
even entertain the notion if Thomas 


Player 


Larry Chester 


Adewale Ogunleye 


Morlon Greenwoo¢ 
Zach Thomas 
Junior Seau 
Patnck 
Sam Madison 
Brock Marion 
Arturo Freeman 


surtain 


continues to perform the way he has 
since joining the Dolphins as a fifth- 
round pick in 1996: 


CEEPING DEFENSE 


tabu; 


One of the most decorated defen- 
sive players in team history, Thomas 
has been selected to the last four Pro 
Bowls and he’s also a three-time All- 
Pro selection. Thomas has led the 
Dolphins in tackles in seven of his 
eight seasons. 

Thomas is the perfect middle line- 
backer for the Dolphins’ scheme — 
and vice versa —and that’s one rea- 
son Thomas has had no desire to play 
for arfother team. 

“To stay with the scheme has al- 
ways been helpful for me,” he said. “! 
don’t know how | would do some- 
where else. é 

“I'm just so glad to be down here. 
You have‘great weather, great fans 
and a great organization, it’s first 
class.” 

Signing the hew contract wag a 
great way to start what promises to be 
a great offseason for Thomas. He is 
scheduled to get married in the 
spring. 

“It’s great, mainly because there are 
not that many players staying with the 
same team because of free agency,” 
Thomas said. “It's something that they 
paid for what I’ve done before this. So 
let’s see what | can do from here on 
out.” 


INTACT 


Dolphins’ project 


Pos. Contract length 
RDE 1x year 
RDT Five 
LDT Five 
LDE 

SLB 

MLB 

WLB 

LCB 

RCB 

FE 


Through 


Brian Griese still appears headed to Miami. 


The first step in the Dolphins’ reshuffling of the 
backup quarterback situation was easy. It was 
taken care of when Ray Lucas, as everyone ex- 
pected since the end of last season, was released. 

The second part, not nearly as simple, is finding 
a veteran replacement. But the Dolphins got some 
help in landing the player they want, former Den- 
ver Pro Bowl selection Brian Griese, on draft day. 
That’s when the Baltimore Ravens pretty much 
took themselves out of the running for Griese by 
drafting Cal QB Kyle Boller in the first round. 

It has been assumed all along that Griese’s 
first choice'is to sign with the Dolphins, where he 
would serve as the backup for Jay Fiedler, un- 
less he gets a chance to start somewhere else. 
And it appears the only team that could offer that 
opportunity is the Dallas Cowboys, although 
owner Jerry Jones has said the team isn’t inter- 
ested in Griese. 

Nothing will be settled until June 1, which is 
when the Broncos are expected to release Griese. 
Denver:head coach Mike Shanahan thinks Griese, 

‘ 


who is coming off a disappointing season, could 
make a great addition to some team. 

“Sometimes you have to move for people to 
really appreciate you,” said Shanahan, who 
signed former Arizona starter Jake Plummer after 
deciding Griese wasn’t worth his big contract. “I 
think he'll just get better and better as time goes 
on. It wouldn’t surprise me if Brian Griese goes 
to the right team and has a lot of success, be- 
cause it’s a growing experience. He learned year 
by year, and I'll be surprised if he makes some of 
the mistakes he made last year.” 

Before the draft, a Denver columnist sug- 
gested Griese would be foolish to sign with ei- 
ther Baltimore or Dallas because the Dolphins 
have a great defense and Griese would take over 
as the starter sooner or later. 

Wannstedt has made it clear all along that 
Fiedler will be the starting quarterback in 2003, 
but Fiedler said he would be ready to fight for his 
job if it came to that. 


ans, I'm-not- 


going to back away from that,” Fiedler said. “I’ve 
been competing my whole life. | was a backup 
for the first half of my career looking to take 
someone’s job away, so | know what the sec- 
ond- and third-string guys are thinking while | 
have the starting position. I’m not going to slack 
because I've been handed the starting job.” 

Should Griese wind up somewhere else, other 
possibilities for the Dolphins would include for- 
mer Bears starter Shane Matthews and veteran 
Neil O'Donnell. 

As for Lucas, his fate with the Dolphins was 
sealed after he struggled in Fiedier's absencé 
last season. There was speculation Lucas would 
rejoin Coach Bill Parcells in Dallas, but Lucas 
was still without a job as of May 12. 

Lucas approached Wannstedt around draft 
time and asked him to address his situation as 
quickly as possible. 

“We still feel that Ray can be productive in this 
league,” Wannstedt said, “but we believe thig 


[move is in everyone's best interest.” 


NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE 

14 Josh Blankenship 6-2 209 R Eastern Washington 
9 Jay Fiedler 6-2 225 8 Dartmouth 

18 Sage Rosenfels 6-4 216 3 lowa State 

ai Lon Sheriff 6-3 203 R San Diego State 


47 Robert Edwards 5-11 220 3 Georgia 

26 Leonard Henry 6-1 206 1 East Carolina 
36 Sedrick Irvin 5-11 234 4 Michigan State 
28 Travis Minor 5-10 205 3 Florida State 
35 Keith Stokes 5-7 180 1 . East Carolina 
34 Ricky Williams 5-10 228 5 Texas 


30 Obafemi Ayanbadejo 6-2 237 5 San Diego State 

33. Deon Dyer 5-11 255 4 North Carolina 

44 Rob Konrad 6-3 255 5 Syracuse - 
38 Josh Rue 6-3 245 R Duquesne 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


83 _ Robert Baker S41 200 3  Aubum 
15 Ronald Bellamy 6-0 203 R Michigan. 
84 Chris Chambers 5-11 210 3 Wisconsin 

2 Jimmy Fryzel 5-11 186 R Central Florida 
19 Margin Hooks 5-11 190 1 BYU 
80 James McKnight 6-4 198, 10 Liberty 
16 Kendall Newson 6-1 197 1 Middle Tennessee: 
32 Charlie Rogers _ 5-9 180 oS) Georgia Tech 
17 Sam Simmons 5-9 203 1 Northwestern 
88 Derrius Thompson 6-2 216 5 Baylor 
87 ~ J.R. Tolver 64 202 R San Diego State 


82 Marco Battaglia 6-3 249 8 Rutgers 

85 Donald Lee 6-3 249 R Mississippi State 
49 Dejhown Mandley 6-3 252 R UNLV 

81 Randy McMichael 6-3 247 2 Georgia 

89 Ed Perry 6-4 270 Th James Madison 


77 __ Jarvis Borum 67 356 2 N.C. State 

72 Mark Bristol 6-5 291 ii Mansfield 

63 Mark Dixon 6-4 295 6 Virginia 

60 Greg Jerman 6-5 300 2 Baylor 

79 Morgan Pears 6-6 332 R Colorado State 
70 ‘Tim Provost 6-5 301 R San Jose State 
74 Wade Smith 6-4 296 R Memphis 

71 Todd Wade 6-8 325 4 Mississippi 

66 Jamie Nails 6-6 330 6 Florida A&M 
75 Todd Perry 6-5 310 an) Kentucky 

6a: Dwayne Pierce 6-2 320 1 LSU 

69 Taylor Whitley 6-4 321 R Texas A&M 

73 Billy Yates 6-2 302 R Texas A&M 


65 = Troy Andrew 6-4 305 2 Duke 

68 Seth McKinney 6-3 305 2 Texas A&M 
6Z Matt O'Neal 6-3 290 2 Oklahoma 
61 Tim Ruddy 6-3 295 10 Notre Dame 


NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE 

78 ~ Maurice Anderson 6-4 306 2 Virginia 

95 Tim Bowens 6-4 320 10 Mississippi 

64 Larry Chester 6-2 325, 6 Temple 

94 Dario Romero. 6-3. 305. 2 Eastern Washington 
76 Johnny Thomas 6-2 320 R Nevada 

97 Davern Williams 6-3 300 R Troy State 

92 Jeff Zgonina 62 305 11 Purdue = 


96 David Bowens 6-3 260 E) Western Illinois 
90 Rob Burnett 6-4 267 14 Syracuse = 
*98, Otis Grigsby 6-3 262 R Kentucky 
93 Adewale Ogunleye 6-4 255° 4 Indiana 
99 Jason Taylor 6-6 260 # Akron 
(91 Jay Williams 63 280 9  WakeForest 
79 Lamanzer Williams 6-4 282 2 Minnesota 


LINEBACKERS 
. 


50 Brendon Ayanbadejo 61 226 1 UCLA 

52. Morlon Greenwood 6-0 238 3 Syracuse 

48 Bam Hardmon 6-1 230 R Florida 

51 Tommy Hendricks 62 235 4 Michigan 

57 Corey Jenkins 6-0 220 R South Carolina 

53 Devin Lemons 6-2 228 1 Texas Tech 

59 Derrick Rodgers 61 230 «7 ~—s Arizona State 

55 Junior Seau 6-3 255 14 USC 

56 Justin Seaverns 6-1 225 2 Appalachian State 
57 Joshua Symoneite 5-10 225, 1 Tennessee Tech 
54 Zach Thomas 5-11 235 8 Texas Tech 

37 ‘Korey Banks 5-10 193 R Mississippi State 
20 ‘Terrell Buckley 5-10 180 12 Florida State 

25 Cedric Donaldson 5-9 ~- 180 2 LSU 

21 Jamar Fletcher 5-9 187 3 Wisconsin 

40 —_ Bashir Levingston 5-10 175 2 Eastern Washington 
24 Omare Lowe 6-1 196 2 Washington 

29 Sam Madison 5-11 185 vA Louisville 

23 Patrick Surtain 5-11 192 6 Southern Miss 


SAFETIES 


46 Yeremiah Bell 641 191 R Eastern Kentucky 
27 Arturo Freeman 6-0 198 4 South Carolina 
42 Trent Gamble 5-9 195 4 Wyoming 
Sammy Knight 6-0 215 rf Usc 
At Terrance Leftwich 5-11 195 R Temple 
31 Brock Marion 5-14 200 an Nevada 
43 Scott McGarrahan 61 200 6 New Mexico 
45 Alphonso Roundtree 6-0 183 1 Tulane 
22 Shawn Wooden 5-11 205 8 Notre Dame 


10 Olindo Mare Syracuse 


ay Mark Royals Appalachian State 


Wisconsin 
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Another tough schedule in 2003 


21 


Dolphins don’t get any breaks 


Ygu won't hear Dolphins coaches 
ever complain about the schedule, 
but they have to be wondering by 
now if the league office has some- 
thing against the Miami organization. 

The Dolphins’ 2003 schedule 
doesn’t include back-to-back short 
weeks, as it did in 2001 and 2002, 
but it features enough complications 
to make it more challenging than 
perhaps it should have been. 

Among the biggest gripes the Dol- 
phins and their fans could have: 

e The Dolphins will play at New 
England in December for the fourth 
consecutive year, and this one will 
be a 4:15 p.m. start to boot. 

¢ The Dolphins will play at Buf- 
falo in December for the third time in 
four years; the only exception was a 
Nov. 25 date in 2001. 

¢ The Dolphins will play at Dallas 
on Thanksgiving Day after coming off 
a Sunday night game. 

¢ The Dolphins have only one day 
game at home before Oct. 19, and 
that against Houston, a team Miami 
would figure to beat at Pro Player 
Stadium regardless of when the game 
was played. 

The schedule-makers certainly 
didn’t make it easy for the Dolphins 
to finish strong, something that has 
been a problem in recent years. 

In addition to the December road 
games at’New England (Dec. 7) and 
Buffalo (Dec. 21), the last month fea- 
tures home games against NFC power 
Philadelphia (Dec. 15) and the always 
troublesome New York Jets to close 
out the regular season on Dec. 28. 

“What is most apparent is that we 
have three of our six division games 
late in the year,” said Coach Dave 
Wannstedt. “As a result, it becomes 
eveh more important not only to start 
off well, but also to continue to im- 
prove as the season progresses. With 
two of our final three games at home, 
| know our players will see this as an 


BUFFALO BILLS 


2002 Record: 8-8 

9/7 NEW ENGLAND 1:00 
9/14 at Jacksonville 1:00 
9/21 at Miami 8:30 
9/28 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
10/5 CINCINNATI 1:00 
10/12 at N.Y, Jets 445 
10/19 WASHINGTON 1:00 
10/26 at Kansas City 8:30 
11/2 Open 

11/9 at Dallas 445 
11/16 HOUSTON 1:00, 
11/23 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
11/30 at N.Y. Giants 1:00 
12/ff NY. JETS * 4:15 
12/14 at Tennessee 1:00 
12/21 MIAMI 1:00 
12/27 at New England (Sat.) 1:30. 


opportunity to finish | 
strongly.” 

The Dolphins should 
be able to begin strongly 
again in 2003, with 
Houston coming to Pro 
Player Stadium for the 
opener on Sept. 7. The 
Dolphins will be trying to 
extend their 11-game 
opening-day winning 
streak, ‘which is the 
longest current streak in 
the league and the sec- 
ond-best in NFL history 
behind Dallas’ 17 ina 
row (1965-81). 

But that will be one of 
only two home games in 
the first six weeks of the 
regular season, and the 
other one will be a Sun- 
day night game against }, 
Buffalo on Sept. 21. | 

That scheduling almost 
eliminates the Dolphins’ 
heat-induced home-field 
advantage early in the 
season. 

The Buffalo game is 
one of four prime-time 
games for the Dolphins, 
who obviously remain a 
big attraction on a na- 
tional level. 

Miami is one of only 
five teams that will appear 
in four night ganies in 
2003 (Green Bay, Oak- 
land, Philadelphia and Tampa Bay are 
the others). In addition, the Dolphins 
have a fifth national television appear- 
ance, the Thanksgiving Day game at 
Dallas that will kick off at 4:05 p.m. 

This will be the Dolphins’ fifth ap- 
pearance on Thanksgiving. The Dol- 
phins are 3-1 on Thanksgiving, but 
playing on the national holiday has to 
conjured up bad memories for Miami 
fans. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


2002 Record: 9-7 
HOUSTON 
at N.Y. Je 
BUFFALO 


at San Diego ( 
INDIANAPOLI 


INGTON 
as (Thu! 


games in 2003. 


2003 AFC EAST SCHEDULES 


Donovan McNabb and the Eagles come to Pro Player 
Stadium for one of the Dolphins’ four prime-time 
Digest Photo/DREW HALLOWELL 


The Dolphins improved to a 
league-best 9-2 mark after beating 
Dallas 16-14 on Thanksgiving Day ‘in 
1993, but lost their last five and 
missed the playoffs. Six years later, 
the Dolphins went to: Dallas with an 
8-2 mark, but lost to the Cowboys 20- 
0 and proceeded to drop five of their 
last six to finish at 9-7. 

Beating the Cowboys this year 
won't be easy considering the Dol- 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


2002 Record: 9-7 

9/7 at Buffalo. 1:00 
9/14 at Philadelphia 445 
9/21 NY, JETS 1:00. 
9/28 at Washington 1:00 
10/5 TENNESSEE 1:00 
10/12 N.Y. GIANTS 1:00 
10/19 at Miami 1,00 
10/26 CLEVELAND 1,00 
11/3 at Denver (Mon.) 9:00 
11/9 Open 

V1/16 DALLAS 8:30 
11/23 at Houston 4:00 
11/30 at Indianapolis 1:00 
12/7 MIAMI 4.15 
12/14 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
12/20 at N.Y. Jets (Sat) 8:30 
12/27 BUFFALO (Sat.) 1:30 


phins have to play Washington 
in a night game four days be- 
fore. Since ESPN first began 
televising NFL games in 19) 
only two teams have playe 
‘on Thanksgiving and the previ- 
ous Sunday night«and both — 
Dallas in 1987 and Kansas 
City in 1995 — lost the second 
game. 

“There's nothing you can do 
about it, really,” Said offensive 
tackle Todd Wade. “Teams 
have gotten to the Super Bow! 
through worst conditions.” 

In addition to the Nov. 23 
game against the Redskins and 
the game against Buffalo, the 
Dolphins will play Monday 
night games at San Diego (Oct 
27) and at home against the Ea- 
gles (Dec. 15). 

This will be the 10th time in 
the last 12 years the Dolphins 
have played four night games. 
The Dolphins played four 
prime-time games every year 
between 1992 and 1999, but 
were featured only twice in 
| each of the next two seasons. 
The Dolphins went 2-2 in 
prime time last year, winning at 
Denver and at home against 
Chicago, and losing at Green 
Bay and at New York against 
the Jets. 

“Thesleague certainly must 
think we will be a good foot- 
ball team, scheduling us for 
five national TV appearances, includ- 
ing four prime-time games and the 
Thanksgiving game at Dallas,” said 
Wannstedt. “But that makes the 
schedule challenging, especially the 
Monday night road game at San 
Diego, and then later on playing @ 
Sunday night game against Washing- 
ton leading up to a short week with 
the Thanksgiving Day game against 
the Cowboys.” 


Record; 9-7 

9/4 at Washinaton (Thur.) 9:00 
9/14 MIAMI 1:00 
9/21 at New England 1:00 
9/28 DALLAS. 415 
10/5 Open 

10/12° BUFFALO 415 
10/19 at Houston 4:05 
10/26 at Philadelphia 479 
11/2 NY. GIANTS 1:00 
11/9 at Oakland 4:15 
TING at Indianapolis 4:05 
11/23 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
12/1 TENNESSEE (Mon.) 9:00 
12/7 ~~ at Buffalo, 415 
12/14 PITTSBURGH 1:00 
12/20 NEW ENGLAND (Sat.) 8:30, 
12/28 at Miami 1:00 


Sammy Knight 
joins secondary 


What began as a slow offseason 
for the Dolphins is picking up in a 
hurry. The latest addition to an al- 
ready talented defense is veteran 
safety Sammy Knight, a starter for 
the NFC in the 2001 Pro Bowl. 

Formerly of the Saints, Knight has 
signed a two-year contract with the 
Dolphins and will quickly upgrade a 
position that gave up far too many big 
plays a year ago with Arturo Free- 
man and Brock Marion in the start- 
ing lineup. It isn't clear exactly where 
Knight will fit into the lineup, but what 
he brings to the defense is a smart, 
aggressive safety who makes big 
plays and very few glaring mistakes. 

A six-year veteran, Knight also 
had been negotiating with Green 
Bay but apparently saw a bigger up- 
side with the Dolphins. He is coming 
off a season in which he led the 
Saints with 80 tackles and tied for 
the team lead with five interceptions. 

THE TRADE THAT WASN'T: A 
trade with Atlanta that would have 
brought offensive tackle Michael 
Thompson for a conditional seventh- 
round pick had been agreed upon, 
but it fell through when Thompson 
failed a physical with the Dolphins. 
Thompson later passed a physical 
with the Seahawks, and they wound 
up acquiring him in a trade, 

TRADE WINDS: The Dolphins also 
loaked into the possibility of making a 
trade for former Saints All-Pro tackle 
Kyle Turley, but closed the door on 
Turley after talking to his agent and 


| ; 
aaa 
KNIGHT 


finding out what kind of money he 
wanted to extend his contract. 

ONE MORE YEAR: Team presi- 
dent Eddie Jones changed his mind 
about retiring and will remain ‘with 
the team through at least the 2003 
season. Jones has served in his cur: 
rent position since 1996 and has 
been with the team since 1988. 

SCOUTING CHANGE: While 
Jones decided to stay, scout Tom 
Braatz decided to retire after 38 
years in the NEL, including the last 11 


WOODEN FLETCHER 


with the Dolphins. Chris Grier was 
promoted from Southeast college 
scout to national scout. 

INJURY UPDATE: CBs Patrick 
Surtain (knee) and Sam Madison 
(knee) were held out of the first two 
Offseason camps after they under- 
went minor surgery, while WR 
Chris Chambers (hamstring) only 
missed the first minicamp. G Jamie 
Nails (Achilles tendon) began jog- 
ging during draft weekend, but won't 
take part in the offseason camps. 


Fletcher could have reduced role 


Former first-round pick Jamar Fletcher could see his playing time re- 
duced significantly this fall if the Dolphins stick with a scenario they un- 


veiled during minicamp. 


The Dolphins are looking to use veteran Terrel] Buckley and second- 
year cornerback Omare Lowe to cover slot receivers in the nickel and 
dime defenses, with the idea to keep Patrick Suytain on the outside, 

That would greatly affect the role of Fletcher, who played outside last 
season when Surtain moved inside to cover slot receivers. Coach Dave 
Wannstedt has said Fletcher will play strictly outside. 

In any event, it’s a big year for Fletcher, who has yet to justify his sta~ 


tus as the Dolphins’ top pick in 2001. 


“Jamar has been working hard, he’s been looking forward to gétting 
back on the field and redeeming himself,” Wannstedt said. “The way he’s 


workifig, you can see it in his eyes.” 


DOLPHIN DIGEST 


Nails said he would be “full go” for 
the start of training camp. 

HONOR ROLL: Ail indications are 
that the Marks Brothers — Mark 
Clayton and Mark Duper — will be 
added to the Dolphin Honor Roll this 
season. 

WOODEN RETURNS: Veteran 
safety Shawn Wooden re-signed 
with the Dolphins prior to the draft, 
two months after being released. 
Wooden signed a one-year contract. 

EDWARDS AWARD: Robert Ed- 
wards’ remarkable comeback earned 
him the 2002 George Halas Award, 
given by the Professional Football | 
Writers of America to the player or 
coach who “exhibits perseverance in | 
the face of adversity.” The other final- 
ists for the award were Pittsburgh QB | 
Tommy Maddox and Tampa Bay re- 
ceiver Joe Jurevicius. 

SEEING ORANGE: The Dolphins | 
recently got permission from the | 
league to wear a third jersey for one 
home game, so look for an orange 
jersey in one of the three prime-time 
home games, Sept. 21 against Buf- | 
falo, Nov. 23 against Washington or 
Dec. 15 against Philadelphia, 

FORMER DOLPHINS NEWS: LB 
Twan Russell, released by the Dol- | 
phins in February, was signed by At- 
lanta. ... Former Dolphins CB Jerry 
Wilson re-signed with San Diego. ... 
C/G Grey Ruegamer’left New Eng- 
land to join the Green Bay Packers. 

CALLING IT QUITS: LB Scott 
Galyon, who. was scheduled to be-, 
come an unrestricted free agent, in- 
stead decided to retire after seven 
seasons in the NFL. Galyon cited in- 
juries as the reason for his retirement. 


Minicamp roundup 


News and notes from the post-draft minicamp 
and first quarterback school: 

¢ LB Derrick Rodgers didn't participate as 
the feam continued to try to trade him. 

° Offensive coordinator Norv Turner 
began unveiling some new twists to the Dol- 
phins offense. The new plays and formations 
aré designed to give FB Rob Konrad, TE 
Randy McMichael and WR Chris Chambers 
more opportunities to contribute. 

¢ WR Derrius Thompson made several 
acrobatic catches that brought comparisons 
to Oronde Gadsden. 

* Veteran DE Rob Burnett missed the 
minicamp and QB school because he was 
getting married, while rookie LB Byron Hard- 
mon was excused from minicamp because 
he was attending graduation ceremonies at 
the University of Florida. 

* Former Dolphins tackle Jeff Dellenbach 
helped offensive line coach Tony Wise on a 
volunteer basis as he contemplates whether 
to get into the coaching profession. 

« A practice at Pro Player Stadium as part 
of Dol-Fan Fest drew an estimated crowd of 
6,000. 

* Rookie guard Taylor Whitley was in- 
volved in the first fight of minicamp when he 
got into it with a couple of defensive linemen. 
“Coach (Dave) Wannstedt let me know really 
quick we don’t do that here,” Whitley said. 


Shula gets the call 


It seemed inevitable that Dolphins quarter- 
backs coach Mike Shula would follow his fa- 
mous father's lead and become a head coach at 
some point, but few could have predicted the 
circumstances that led to his hiring by the Uni- 
versity of Alabama. 

Less than a week after Mike Price was fired for 
off-the-field behavior without ever coaching a 
game for the Crimson Tide, Alabarna gave Shula 
—a two-time All-SEC quarterback at the school 
in the mid-1980s — a six-year cohtract report- 
edly worth $5.4 million. 

Shula is only 37, but he already has been an 
NFL assistant coach for the past 15 years. His 
father was 33 when he was hired to become 
head coach of the Baltimore Colts. 

With Mike Shula gone, offensive coordinator 
Norv Turner will take over the duties of working 
with the Dolphins quarterbacks, while offensive 
quality control coach Judd Garrett is expected to 
assist Turner. 

Getting the Alabama job ended Mike Shula’s 
second stint with the Dolphins, which began in 
2000. Shula also was a coaches’ assistant in 
1991-92. 

“Perhaps the highest compliment | could give 
Mike is that if | had a son, | would be thrilled if he 
were to play for him,” said Coach Dave Wannstedt. 


DOLPHIN DIGEST. 


MAIL LETTERS TO: RO. BOX 526600, MIAMI, FL 33152 © FAX: (305) 477-1346 ° E-MAIL: digest@curtispub_net 


Dear Overview: 


| can’t believe the firestorm that erupted after 
Miami selected Tennessee linebacker Eddie 
Moore with their first pick in the draft. “He’s too 
small, too injury-prone. Miami reached, he 
wasn’t worth a second-round pick and we didn’t 
need a linebacker,” and the totally absurd, “He 
could have been an undrafted free agent” were 
some of the war cries of fans and columnists. 

They couldn’t be more wrong. A big-play, 
cover backer to play on the outside has been 
perhaps Miami's biggest need for the last several 
seasons. If Miami’s scouts are right — and they 
have been more often than not in the second 
round — Miami got their guy now and for the 
future. Moore was one of the best defenders in 
the SEC last year and dropped on teams’ and 
draft experts’ boards mainly because he missed 
Tennessee’s bowl game and the combine be- 
cause of a knee injury. 

Miami’s starting outside linebackers both 
bring question marks into this season due to age 
(Seau) and lack of production (Greenwood). 
Moore is a great option to have and will be a 
great special-teamer until his time comes. 

It’s easy"to take shots at Wannstedt and Co. 
for the total meltdown of last year, but let’s 
allow Eddie Moore to play a few games before 
pushing the panic button. 


A.J. Murphy 
Mendham, N.). 
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' Dear Overview: 


I know it’s WAY too early to be critical of the 
players the Dolphins chose in the draft, but when 
the coach comes out and says our top pick, Eddie 
Moore, is there to add depth, replacing Scott 
Galyon and Twan Russell, | ask why at No. 49. 

Didn't the Dolphins acquire those players 
(Galyon and Russell) late in the draft or through 
free agency? Why waste your top pick on a 
player you feel will exclusively contribute on 
special teams, when a player with the tremen- 
dous upside of Kelley Washington was avail- 
able? 

Imagine for a second Chambers and Wash- 
ington stretching the field, making it even easier 
for Ricky to run. Left tackle is still a question 
mark as well. Perhaps some of these questions 
will be answered after June 1. 


Derek Vital 
New Bedford, Mass. 
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Dear Overview: 


1 can sum up the ‘Fins draft picks in one 
word; pathetic. What were they thinking when 
they made those picks? | can’t believe they used 
their second-round pick on Eddie Moore (who?). 


They let Wayne Hunter slip away. Big mistake! 
BigM 
Mays Landing, N.J. 


Dear Overview: 


In Andy Cohen's last column, he says the fol- 
lowing players would have helped the Dolphins: 
WR David Boston, LB Takeo Spikes and OL 
Wayne Gandy. Then he says, “Instead of putting 
themselves in salary cap purgatory, the Dolphins 
made a calculating decision: re-sign their own.” 

Well, | have news for you, Mr. Cohen: When 
David Boston leaves Terrell Buckley or Jamar 
Fletcher 20 yards behind on a bomb that he 
catches for a touchdown, at least Wanny can say 
we didn’t put ourselves in “salary cap purgatory.” 

When Takeo Spikes roams free on’a blitz, 


“crushing Jay Fiedler and causing a fumble, at 


least Wanny can say we didn’t put ourselves in 
“salary cap purgatory.” 

The Dolphins also had the opportunity to sign 
free agent linebacker Barry Gardner and free 
agent wide receiver Ike Hilliard. They'll proba- 
bly wreak similar havoc on the Dolphins when 
given the opportunity. 


Aaron Krause 
Norwalk, Ohio 
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Dear Overview: 


Two notes to the coaching staff: First, thank 
you for re-signing Zach, we need him causing 
havoc in the middle. Second, please sign Brian 
Griese, keep the Dolphins-Griese tradition alive! 
It would be great to be led to a Super Bow! win 
by another guy named Griese. We passed up an 
opportunity to get him in the draft; let’s not 
make the same mistake twice. 

Everyone knows he has the talent, he just 
needs the right supporting cast and we have that 
in Miami. 

Rich Dies & Ed Winkis 
Baltimore, Md. 
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Dear Overview: 


In the last Dolphin Digest, Dan Cotter, from 
Skaneateles Falls, N.Y., wrote an alarming letter 
which contained an alarming statement concern- 
ing how the season ended: “There is no way 
anyone should question the heart of our team.” 

Dan; | am a 31-year Dolfan and | was at that 
New England game. After witnessing the implo- 
sion of our team at that game first-hand, | have 
EVERY reason to question the heart of this team, 
especially with the way certain players acted 
after the game ended. 

“Heart and discipline are 


jot inherent ‘quali- * 


ties. Heart and discipline must be instilled by 
the coach, and nurtured amongst the players. 
Our coach does not have the ability to do this, 
obviously. His teams continually lack«the ability 
to step up to the challenge when necessary. 


Mike Swan 
Rochester, N.Y. 
wee 
> 
Dear Overview: 


I've been a Dolfan for a long time. | love the 
rostes, but have my worries. The defense isn’t 
growing younger and our teams seem to become 
complacent when in the lead with both points in 
a game (Patriots) and with a divisional lead. 

| personally want our offense to put pressure 
on the opponent all the time. If we want to 
make a run we must be aggressive and win divi- 
sional road games. 


Kevin Stewart 
Long Island, N.Y. 
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Dear Overview: +f A 
In my opinion, this is a pivotal year for Coach 

Wannstedt and his assistant coaches to get the job 

done, which is to get to the Super Bowl and win it! 


Chris Hath 
Holly Hill, S.C. 


Dear Overview: 


1 think so far free agency has gone well. | 
don’t seé much need in signing many new play- 
ers, sincesthe starting staff was (in my opinion) 
the finest in the league, except for quarterback. 

No doubt Jay Fiedler hasn’t exactly been like, 
a second Dan Marino to us, and no doubt we 
need a better backup. We need Griese! His dad 
got us to the big game two straight years and | 
think (like father, like son) he could do the same. 


Mike Ezawa 
Clinton, NJ. 
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es ALL PRO! 


CT TITACTY the 2003 Dol-Fan Glut 
Great gifts to honor four 
star-powered Dolphins players 


or the first time since 1984, the Miami Dolphins had four first-team All- 

F Pros in 2002 and this year’s Dol-Fan Club pays tribute to those out- 

standing players — Ricky Williams, Jason Taylor, Zach Thomas and 
Patrick Surtain — with some special gifts. . 

Back for its eighth exciting season, the Dol-Fan Club will be bigger and bet- 

ter than ever before. 


KIDS CLUB 


Reversible Dol-Fan Club floppy hat ° Ricky Wiliams jigsaw puzzle « Fan Club pad * Fan Club 
tattoo e All-Pro autographed collage All-Pro four-card set e Fan Club magnet e Ricky Williams 
| welcome letter * Team photo * Membership card ¢ Midseason e-mail newsletter Surprise gift 


| © Say Dol-1 ap ae b Tshirt « iHeversiole floppy | 
luggage tag * 2003 Dol-Fan Club pin = Williams, Taylor, O S autogi 
collage * All-Pro’four-card set « Fan Club pad e Fan Club magnet * Team photo 
Ricky Williams welcome letter e Membership Card ¢ Midseason e-mail newsletter 


Yearly Membership Fee: $80.00 
¢ Navy Blue Dol-Fan Club Golf Shirt ¢ Reversible floppy hat ¢ Dol-Fan Club umbrella 
e All-Pro Rubik’s Cube e Car flag e Jason Taylor 3-D luggage tag * Dolphins mini-banner 
° Fan Club pad ¢ 2003 Dol-Fan Club pin e All-Pro autographed collage e All-Pro four-card set 
© Fan Club magnet © Team photo Ricky Williams welcome letter ». Membership Card 
¢ Midseason e-mail newsletter * Training camp BBQ 
© Preseason tailgate party Four in-season meetings 


z car flag Jason Taylor 3- 
WACHOVIA. Publix. Club pin * One All-Pro autographed collage * 1 
magnets ¢ One jigsaw puzzle * Two tattoos ¢ Two team photos » One Ricky 
letter e One Membership Card ¢ Midseason e-mail newsletter 
Additional Children: $25.00 each 


DOL-FAN CLUB 2003 REGISTRATION & RENEWAL FORM 


(Please complete separate form for each registering member) 


Gift packages will be mailed within 6-8 weeks 
of is processed. 


1 would like to register for the following level: 
© Kids Club @ $10 per year (12 & under) (plus $5.00 P & H = $15.00 total) Wim 
o poe Level @ $35 per year (plus $10.00 P & H = $45.00 total) 

OSm. OMed. Clg. OXL OXxXL City/State/Zip 

o orange Level @ $80 per year (plus $10.00 P & H = $90.00 total) Phone # 

OMed. Olg. OXL OXXL E-Mail: 

0 Family Level @ $125 per year (plus Se eee total) 1 Gheck here if renewal's Membership # 
Shirt#1: SM L XL XXL Shirts: SoM L XL XXL METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

Pfr Ra Tita, see Aiarres Pee IL Leen. © Check or money order © Charge my: IMC [Visa O Amex © Disc 


- Ps Name on Credit Card 
Residents in Canada add $5; in Mexico add $10.00. 


All other residents outside the U.S. add $25.00 Sealy Mail with payment to: aa 


MIAMI DOL-FAN CLUB « P.O. Box 526600 » Miami, FL 33152 


Name 


